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Redistricting Commission

Section 3-17 County Charter

- Establishes the boundaries of the council districts _
* Members are appointed by the Mayor and confirmed b){ /

» Consists of nine members, each representing one of th
council districts

* Meets every tenth year

» Files a redistricting plan with the county cler /.w ’
the redistricting year



County Charter Requirements

- Prior to completing a draft of the redistricting plan, notd at
one public hearing in each of the nine council districts:

 Hold at least one public hearing in east Hawai'i and one

.....

Hawai‘i
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Criteria to Establish Boundaries

recognizable features

» Districts shall have approximately equal resid
required by applicable constitutional prov1s or
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Effective Date of Plan

......

become a candidate for election to the County Coun
election under any such redistricting ptan- ==
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Hawai‘i County Code Article 3

Redistricting Criteria

e §36-3 Established Criteria

 The commission shall adhere to the criteria in establishing
boundaries of the council districts contained in section =
County Charter

» §36-4 Additional Criteria

 Council districts shall have approximately equat:f
resident populations, as required by appli
provisions to prevent vote dilution to thg}f“
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practicable. -



§ 36-1 HCC Definitions

- Redistricting means establishing the boundaries of the coungi
districts, which shall have approximately equal resident
populations as required by applicable constitutional provisio

* Permanent resident for census purposes means a Perso
domiciled in the County for other than a temporary of
purpose.

- Gaining or losing residency is not triggered by im

student status

* Practicable means reasonably capable of b
possible of feasible.
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§36-4 HCC Additional Criteria

« Nonresident military personnel, nonresident military dep
nonresident students, and foreign nationals or aliens sh /
excluded from the permanent resident population b e /
calculate each proposed council district’s populatl  anc
deviations from an ideal council district’s populat} n /
practlcable



§36-1 Definitions

» Ideal council district’s population means the total number of th
County’s permanent residents divided by the humber of COUREH

districts.
* Vote dilution means the limitation of the effectiven :

particular group’s vote by political gerrymanderi

» Gerrymander means the process of drawing coun: il
odd or bizarre shapes to create an unfair advantas

 Region means one of six geographical areas Wi
Kona, Kohala, Hilo, Ka‘u, and Hamakua:= ===
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§36-4 HCC Additional criteria

be determined by adding together the permanent reside
population according to the United States census for t,h .
applicable United States census year within each /
dividing that number by an ideal council district s,i

 Fractional portions shall be rounded to the nearest 1nt
the number of council districts for a region "

* Numbers from 0.10 to 0.49 shall be roundead dow
* Number from 0.50 to 0.99 shall be rounded UP
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§36-4 HCC Additional Criteria

« No council district shall be drawn to unduly favor or pen li
incumbent. =

» Council district boundaries shall be drawn withoutres
incumbent’s residential location, ability to run fg e
other related issue.

- Community of interest or community of com
respected and be kept together in the pla if
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§36-1 HCC Definitions

ridiculous in design, defies logic or is so weird on its fa et
unexplamable on grounds other than gerrymanderm

group defined by actual shared interests.
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§36-4 HCC Additional Criteria

- The County shall use to the extent possible a reasonabl
computer mapping program and shall make the pro' '
to the public, if practicable.

* All parts of each council district shall be contis

district and be reachable by roads mternal t

« No gerrymandering for any reason.
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§36-4 HCC Additional Criteria

* The drawing of bizarre council district shapes shatl be avoz;gf?

notwithstanding what may have been done in a previousp; N,
7 7 Z / / . '_ |
* No fracturing, packing, or cracking of council dlstrlct;f

.....

practicable
» The one person, one vote principle shall be used:=

» If the commission establishes criteria in add1g

enumerated in the Charter and this chapter, the
use impartial criteria that meet standarﬁ;'
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§36-1 HCC Definitions

 Fracturing or cracking means drawing council district lmes
a minority population is broken up and spread among ast /
council districts as possible, keeping them a mmorltyl "
council district, rather than permitting them to conc
strength enough too elect representatives in some -ounc
districts.

+ Packing means drawing council district boun |
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§36-1 HCC Definitions

* One person, one vote means using a benchmark against w
residents of the County may measure democracy; the vote
resident shall be as equally powerful as practicable and the
population shall be divided as equally as practicable ast
County’s permanent resident population so that e
each interest has an equal amount of representation s

government.
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§36-4 HCC Additional Criteria

* |f practicable, socio-economic criteria used in developing
plan, not specifically set forth in this chapter, shalt beid
documented, and approved by majority vote of the Comimissi

before drawing proposed council district boundaries
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Article 4 HCC Plan Deviations

§36-5 Total Deviation

* Total Deviation

* The total deviation for the entire plan shall be less tha ter
percent

unit, if practicable.



§36-1 HCC Definitions

district with the most negative percentage deviation andthe
council district with the most positive percentage dgyﬁ‘
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§36-6 HCC Maximum Council District

Deviation

district shall not exceed plus or minus 5.99 percent of an ideat
council district’s population.

2 < : .
the final plan so that as a high growth area or diste
1 1 ] .;5.‘::
increase in population between census year;

deviations may be equalized.



§36-7 HCC Plan Proposed by the Public

« Any resident or group of residents of the County shall have ,f
right to propose an alternate plan to the commission for

 The deadline for the submission of an alternate planf,
be determined by the fourth meeting of the comm1 /"
date shall be publicly announced. -

* Any proposed alternate plan shall be submitte ot
at least eight weeks prior to the deadline forth




§36-8 HCC Alternate Plan Consideration

« To be considered for commission review, the alternate plan sha
a computerized map of the proposed council districts, the tot"
population number used to devise the plan, the total deviat'
exceed ten percent, and the deviation for each councit dlS 1
exceed plus or minus 5.99 percent. ,.

* An alternate plan shall be provided to the commission o
public hearings unless the commission formatly reJe, he
plan for just cause.

» Any alternate plan submitted for conSIderatlo :.'
not formally rejected for just cause during p:, blic
to be considered by the commission for th
and meetings until a final plan is selecte=



§36-10 HCC Article 6. Final Plan

 WrittenRepot

 The commission shall submit a written report to the coun ty c
transmitting the final plan chosen by the commission. =

« Required Components of the Written Report

» The final vote of the commission as to its choice of planﬁ
« The total deviation of the final plan;
» Each proposed council district’s population and f,

» Maps of each council district and a written des
district’s boundary
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§36-10 HCC Written Report

« Requirements of the Written Report (continued) ”
- Justification for any divergence from any of these requirem

criteria or any criteria added by the commission and,

.....

formal adoption by the commission. The commission sh
divergence or addition to the redistricting critéria at a at
scheduled public meeting.

- The justification and public meeting is to be held

selection or determination of any council district ¥
deadline for filing an alternate plan or ptans;
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§36-10 Written Report

« Requirements of the Written Report (continued)

Written justification for divergence, criteria changes, and meeting m1 u
be included with the submission of the final plan and shall set forth th
commission’s rationale for divergences from or additions to the redé’ T
critera. """ .

,,::" /’éf‘; .
any other data used by the commission m 1t 41{"/’



§36-11 HCC Challenges to the Plan

commission shall continue in operation and may assist //
formulating a new plan unless a court of competent Jur’ dict
determines otherwise.
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