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Agency Members Present Absent andExcused
JYoshimoto
Karen Eoff
DruMamo Kanuha
Zendo Kern
Greggor Ilagan
ValPoindexter
Margaret Wille
Brenda Ford
Dennis “Fresh” Onishi arrived at9:28a.m.) 

Staff Members Present Members ofthePublic
Stephen Arnett None
Susan Akiyama
Sharon Hirota
NoelFujimoto
AmySelf
Nadine Pomroy

Mr. Yoshimoto: Okay Good Morning everyone thisistheHawai`i
County Council Committee onHousing, holdononesecond here,  

thtoday isJanuary 8, itsapproximately 9:06we’rehereatthe
HiloCouncil Chambers Iwould liketobegin themeeting by
calling themeeting toorder andintroduce thecouncil members
thatarepresent thismorning tomyfarright Mr. Ilagan nextto
himMr. KernnexttohimMr. Kanuha ourvicechair MissEoff to
myfarleftMs. Wille followed byMissPoindexter andMissFord
andI’mJYoshimoto, morning everyone, aloha.  Iwould alsolike
toletthepublic andcouncil members knowthatIjustreceived
amemo fromMr. Onishi andI’llreaditasitstates here
regarding hisattendance totoday’smeeting, thisistoinform
youthatduetoaserious plumbing emergency inmyhomewhich
requires myimmediate attention, Imaynotbeabletoattend
thismorning’smeeting duetothenatureofthisemergency I’m
notsurehowlongitwill taketoresolve thismatter, however,  
I’llmakeeveryeffort toattend themeeting inatimely matter.  
Iapologize foranyinconvenience thismaycause.  Okay, we’re
going tostartbytaking statements fromthepublic onitemson
theagenda. Idon’tseeanytestifiers hereinHilo, whydon’t
wecheck withourvarious sites, whydon’twestartwithKa’u,  
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Ka’ucanyouhereus? No, okayKa’u’sdown, Mike? Pahoa? Howwe
doing inPahoa?  
Mike: Good morning Mr. Chair wedonothave anytestifiers for
theHousing committee thismorning.  
JYoshimoto: Good morning, thank youforletting usknow, over
inKona, howwedoing inKona?  

Good morning, Mr. Chair, wehavenotestifiers inKona.  
JYoshimoto: Okay, thank you, andinWaimea, goodmorning, we
haveanytestifiers inWaimea?  

Good morning, Mr. Chair, wehavenotestifiers this
morning.  
J. Yoshimoto: Okay, thank you.  Okay, wewillmoveontothe
next itemontheagenda which isapproval ofminutes from
October 16th, 2012.  MayIhaveamotion?  
Mr. Kern: motion toapprove minutes
Mr. Kanuha: Second
J. Yoshimoto: Okay, anydiscussion onthemotion toapprove the
minutes? Hearing none. Weneedtheclerkorsomeone here. Hold
ononesecond.  WellifnotIthink we’reallgoing tosayaye,  
soanyway, allthose infavorofapproving theminutes sayaye
Councilmembers: aye
J. Yoshimoto: anyoppose? Okay, soit’sunanimous, okay, onto
newbusiness, wehavetheelection oftheChairperson ofthe
Housing Committee, mayIhaveamotion toappoint someone as
ChairoftheHousing Committee.  Mr. Kern?  
Mr. Kern: Mr. Chair, I’dliketonominate andappoint Greggor
Ilagan tochair theHousing committee.  
Ms. Ford: second
J. Yoshimoto: Okay, anydiscussion onthatappointment? Mr.  
Ilagan didyouliketostartoffbysaying anything? No, any
discussion onthemotion? Miss, no, MissWille?  
Ms. Wille: Okay, IjustwanttosayIthinkweallhavegreat
confidence inGreggor andI’mgladtohavehimheading upthis
committee andknowthathewilldosoinaveryfarsided way
anddeliberate andIappreciate him.  Thank you.  Byebye.  
J. Yoshimoto: Okay, thank you, MissWille, anyotherMr. Ilagan
goahead.  
Mr. Ilagan: Idowant tosaysomething andI’mlooking forward
toworking withSteve Arnett andtheCounty Housing Agency, I
gottomeetyourstaff andlooks likewe’regoing tobeworking
really well together andthank youforthenomination andthank
you.  
J. Yoshimoto: Thank you, Mr. Ilagan, okay, anyother discussion?  
Ifnot, allthose infavorsayaye.  
Councilmembers: aye
J. Yoshimoto: anyopposition? No, thevoteisunanimous with Mr.  
Onishiofcourse, excused. Okay, Mr. Ilagan.  
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Mr. Ilagan: Wellatthistimethechairwould liketoentertain
amotion fortheelection ornomination fortheofficeofvice
chairofthehousing committee.  
Mr. Kern: Mr. Chair
Mr. Ilagan: Mr. Kern
Mr. Kern: I’dliketonominate aKaren Eoff tovicechairofthe
housing committee, ifshe’sasowilling?  
Ms. Poindexter: second
Mr. Ilagan: ithasbeen moved andsecond thatCouncil member
Dennis “ Fresh” Onishi hasbeennominated totheofficeofvice
chair.  
Ms. Ford: Karen Eoff
Mr. Kern: wasitsuppose tobeFresh?  
Mr. Ilagan: no, fresh. Canwetakeanother nomination? Please?  
Mr. Kern: yeah, I’dliketowithdraw mynomination onthefact
thatIwasconfused.  
Mr. Ilagan: could weplease haveamotion for?  
Ms. Ford: Pointofordersir? Mr. Chairman? Wecannominate
anybody wechoose andthenwevoteonwhowewantso, ifMiss
Eoffwants iswilling tobethevicechairofthatcommittee
thenthenomination fromMr. Zendo Kernshould stand. Perhaps
youcouldaskMissEoffifshe’swilling toserve inthat
capacity?  
Mr. Ilagan: Council member Karen Eoffwould youbewilling to
serve inthatcapacity?  
MissEoff: YesIwould, however, isthatokay?  
MissFord: Pointoforder, excuse me, itsjustanomination, the
voteisstill going totakeplacesoIwould respectfully ask
thatMr. Kernrenominate MissEoffandgetasecond onthat
sincehewithdrew hismotion.  
Mr. Ilagan: Could wetakearecess forfiveminutes?  Thank you.  
Thechair would liketoentertain amotion fortheelection or
nomination fortheofficeofvicechairofthehousing agency.  
Mr. Kern: Mr. Chair
Mr. Ilagan: Mr. Kern
Mr. Kern: allright, atthistimeIwanttoholdandkeep my
motion withdrawn andmovetonominate Dennis “Fresh” Onishi to
chairofthehousing committee.  
Ms. Eoff: second
Mr. Ilagan: hasbeen moved byMr. Kernandsecond byMs. Karen
andthatnomination forDennis Fresh Onishi totheofficeof
vicechair, isthere anydiscussion?  
Ms. Ford: wait, Iwould liketomakeanomination aswell.  
Mr. Ilagan: Ms. Ford
Ms. Ford: Iwould liketonominate MissEoff totheposition of
vicechairofthehousing agency.  

second
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second that
J. Yoshimoto Pointoforder, Mr. Chairman, Ijust thinkweonly
canaddress onenomination atatime, soIguess fordiscussion
purposes youknowwecould discuss options before wetakea
vote, butwhenwetakeavoteIthinkweneedtotakeyeahone
nomination atatime. Ms. Ford, IthinkyouandIareprobably
onthesame pageintermsofaddressing theparliamentary
procedures so.  
Ms. Ford: I’llwithdraw mynomination atthistime.  
J. Yoshimoto: yeahbutanyway fordiscussion purposes youcan
mention otherpossibilities ifyouwantto.  
Mr. Ilagan: atthistimeisthere anydiscussion? None.  
Ms. Eoff: excuse me, Mr. Chair, yeahI’malittlebit
uncomfortable because Iknow wehaddiscussed thisatour
previous organization meeting andcause Mr. Onishi isnothere
I’dhatetooverstep whatwasexpected totakeplace.  
Mr. Ilagan: Thank you, Ms. Eoff, right nowthemotion isonthe
floor thatDennis “Fresh” Onishi hasbeennominated forthe
officeofthevicechairofthehousing agency andisthere any
discussion?  
Ms. Ford: Yes
Mr. Ilagan: Ms. Ford
Ms. Ford: Thank youIwillnotbesupporting thisnomination,  
I’vehadsomedifficulty withMr. Onishi forfouryears inhis
position aschair anditstarted upagainwithin thefirst four
hoursofthistermandIdonotappreciate having somebody be
thechairperson whocannot deal fairlywithallofus, so
therefore Iwillnotbesupporting this.  Thank you.  
Mr. Ilagan: Anyone else?   
Ms. Wille: Margaret Wille, andIthink Fresh hassomegreat
ideasbuthe’snotalways present inWestHawaii andIreally
want someone there thatthisisthere verytoppriority behere
andwereally haveurgent issues ontheWestsideandIwould
liketoseerepresentative fromthatside, Iwould behappy to
postpone thistowhenMr. Onishi ispresent andcanbepartof
thisbutinhisabsence andnothearing otherwise Iwillsupport
Karen, MissEoff.  Iwillsupport another candidate.  
Mr. Ilagan: Currently
Ms. Wille: CanImovetopostpone? Tillcallofthechair when
Mr. Onishi ispresent.  
Ms. Ford: second
Mr. Ilagan: Ok, well there isamotion topostpone the
nomination andsecond byMs. Ford. Anydiscussion?  
Ms. Poindexter: yeah, Iagree thatweshould postpone thattill
Fresh, unfortunately, hehadanemergency thatcameupthis
morning andIthinkitwould bebestifhewaspresent tobe
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abletocontinue thissoI’magreeing withpostponing ittothe
callofthechair.  
Mr. Ilagan: anyone else?  
J. Yoshimoto realquickly Mr. Chair, yeahIthink that’sagood
idea, youknowandyou’reheretoday Mr. Chairman soIthink
we’llbefinefortoday, sowhenever ifhedoes manage toshow
uptoday thenwecanaddress itlateron, ontheagenda so
motion topostpone tothecallofthechairIthink isfine.  
Mr. Ilagan: ok, missclerk, let’shavearolevote?  
MissClerk: Mr. Eoff?  
Ms. Eoff: aye
MissClerk: Ms. Ford:  
Ms. Ford: aye
MissClerk: Mr. Kanuha
Mr. Kanuha: aye
MissClerk: Ms. Poindexter
Ms. Poindexter: aye
MissClerk: Ms. Wille
Ms. Wille:  aye
MissClerk: Mr. Yoshimoto
Mr. Yoshimoto: aye
MissClerk:  Mr. Kern
Mr. Kern: aye
MissClerk: Chair youhaveseven ayes, ohI’msorrychair Ilagan
Mr. Ilagan: aye
MissClerk: Chair, youhaveeight ayes
Mr. Ilagan: Okay, letscontinue under thenewbusiness, wehave
Mr. Arnett, Steve Arnett director ofthehousing agency to
provide uswithanoverview ofhisoffice, Mr. Arnett please
come forward andintroduce some members ofyourstaff.  
Mr. Arnett: Thank youchair Ilagan, members ofthehousing
agency andcounty council thank youforhaving us. Wehopeto
havealongamiable relationship withallofyouandanything
thatyouneedorandwantwehopetobeabletoprovide toyou
asquickly aspossible soplease donoteverhesitate toaskus
tohelpbecause wecertainly wanttobeforeIbeginIwould like
tointroduce mystaff, present thismorning isSusan Akiyama my
assistant administrator, wehaveNoel Fujimoto whoisthe
division headforGrants Management, Sharon Hirota, whoisour
division headforExisting Housing, andoursecretary isNadine
Pomroy, whoisalsowithustoday anddidallofthesecretarial
work, Nadine would youstand? AndalsoourCorporation Counsel
representative, AmySelf. Sowithout further ado, Iwould like
tojumpintothemanual thatwe’veprovided everybody today, the
format thatI’dliketorunthrough isasfollows, I’lldoan
overview andthenIwould liketointroduce eachofourdivision
heads whowilldotheir ownindividual overview oftheir
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individual sections, I’dliketostartoffbysaying that the
funding forthehousing officeofhousing andcommunity
development istypically been funded thepercentages areninety
three percent federal funding andseven percent fromCounty. So
almostallofourfunding comes fromsomesortoffederal grant
through theadmin feesthatwegetasaresultofthegrants
thatwereceive, I’dliketodirect yourattention ifIcould to
page threeofthemanual thatwe’veprovided youfolks, I’m
sorry page two, thefinancial datathat’sinclusive inpage two
firstofallletmejuststartwithstaffing, wehave
approximately fiftyoneemployees inourdivision, we’re
actually shortacouple right nowbecause ofpeople thathave
leftweactually hadoneofouremployees pastawayacouple of
weeks ago, Herbert Hayama, Idon’tknowifanyofyouknew
Herbert buthewastheformer building division chief formany
many years andaveryvaluable asset tousbecause ofthe
knowledge thathehadsowe’rereally sadtoseehimpastaway
butnonetheless, wehaveapproximately fiftyonepeople
positions thatwehaveinourdepartment ifyoutakealook at
ourbudget ourcommunity development division hasreceived a
hugeamount ofmoney over thepastseveral years mostofitin
federal grants andthatmoney hasbeenusedprimarily forthe
construction ofthelowincome housing andtransitional housing
thatwehaveinKonacalled UluWini, thehomesofUluWininot
KaHaleoUluWiniwe’vecalled thatoriginally theKaloko
Housing Program because wereallydidn’thaveanameforitat
thetimeandElizabeth Leewhoisthekupuna fromthat
particular ahapua’awasgiven thehonorofnaming itandthat
waswhatshecameupwith.  Sowe’veactually hadafederal
neighborhood stabilization grant wecallthat theNSPgrant,  
we’veactually hadtwoactually atotalofthree thefirst one
isforfivepointsixmillion thesecond wasforfourmillion
andthenourlatesenator Inouye wasabletogetusaspecial
purpose grantoffourhundred andseventy fivethousand and
we’vehadCounty monies thatareinplaceofthatof
approximately tenmillion dollars while we’reonthatparticular
subject I’dliketofliptopagethreeifIcould please and
haveyounotethatinthenewgrants approved andreceived we
alsoreceived another fivepoint seven andfourpoint twoseven
fiveintheneighborhood stabilization program grants oneand
rounds oneandthree, neighborhood stabilization pretty muchhas
disappeared offthefederal radar screen sowedon’tanticipate
anymore money fromthose twoprograms unfortunately, butwe’ve
beenvery fortunate inthatmoney thatwasnotspent byother
counties sometimes comebacktousbecause thefunding agency of
thestate thatreceives themoney andthendolesitouttothe
counties iscalled theHHFDC Hawaii Housing andFinance
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Development Corporation, andweatOHCD haveanexcellent
relationship withthatentity andasaresultofthemknowing
thatweifwesaywecanspend themoney wespend themoney and
sothattheyhavebeenreprogrammed money thatother counties
cannot spend andgiveittousandwespenditasquickly aswe
possibly cansoitsbeenagood relationship thatwehavewith
them.  Wealso, onthatsamepage, pagethree wealsoreceive
annually twoloansortwogrants thatcomefromthefederal
government oneiscalled theCDBG grant whichstands for
Community Development Block Grant andthat theamount ofthat
grant varies fromyeartoyear. Inourlastfiscal yearwe
received about twopointninemillion weanticipate andthis
year thegrant amount wasreduced bythefederal government by
about fifteen percent sowereceived about twopoint fivenine
fiveforthiscurrent fiscal yearinaddition, theother grant
thatishanded downbythefederal government iscalled theHOME
grant,  HHFDC isthere inhabitable wisdom decided asometime ago
that instead ofdividing upthegrants andgetting eachcounty
andbyeachcountyI’mreferring tothethree minor counties
thatwould beKauai, Maui, andtheBigIsland instead ofdolling
outthemoney astheyhadinthepastwhich would meaneach
county would getaspecific amount ofthethreemillion dollars
theydecided thateachcounty would taketurns ingetting the
fullamount asitturnsoutHawai’iCounty wasfirstupsolast
yearwegotthefullamount ofthethreemillion dollars but
thisyearwegetnothing nextyearwegetnothing andthenthe
following yearassuming that theHOME grants arestill available
fromthefederal government we’llgetthefull funding amount
again sowehadandthatamount isthree million andifyoutake
alookonpagethree thesecond column twopoint ninefivezero
ofthatthree million istheamount thatmustbedolled outto
nonprofits andsowewereonlyallowed tokeepfifty thousand
intheformofadmin feeswhich goestopayforsalaries and
wages.  Yes.  
Ms. Ford: Excuse me, Mr. Chair, mayIbeallowed toask
questions aswegoforward?  
Mr. Ilagan: Ms. Ford, letMr. Arnett finish hispresentation and
thenwe’llaskquestions after.  
Mr. Arnett: Okay, thankyou, thedivisions thatwehaveatOHCD
areseveral wehavetheadministrative services division which
isheaded upbyourassistant administrator wehavethe
construction managements division which isheaded uptemporarily
byagentlemen bythenameofChrisFujiuchi he’sinatemporary
position atthemoment, thoseofyouwhowereonthecouncil
prior tothisparticular council remember Jeremy McComber who
wasinwhowasthedivision headatthat timeandhe’sleftus
andnowworks forHOPE services.  WealsohaveGrants Management
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andwehaveexisting housing sothose arethedivisions thatwe
havesplitupourdepartment into, alsoapartofOHCDiswe
havealoanprogram wehaveactually twoloanprograms oneis
called RERP which istheifImay.  
Ms. Ford: page two
Mr. Ilagan: Excuse me, Ijustwanted tonotethatcouncil member
Dennis Fresh Onishi isheretomyleft.  Thank you.  
Mr. Arnett: theresidential emergency repair program andthe
NAHASDA program alsoaretwoloan programs thatgive loans to
lowincome individuals ontheBigIsland, theNAHASDA program
unfortunately isbeen funded withverylittle money inthepast
couple ofyearssomostofthefunding forlowincome
individuals forrental repairI’msorrynotrental repair but
home repairs isthrough ourRERP program theresidential
emergency repair program andifyouknowanyindividuals inyour
districts whoneed repairs totheir home thereareincome
qualifications thatarenecessary inorder which todosobut
thatprogram isavailable.  Andlastbutnotleast beforeIget
intohaving ourdivision heads comeandspeak iswework very
closely withHICDC which stands fortheHawaii Island Community
Development Corporation andHICDC isheaded byagentlemen by
thenameofKeith KatoandKeith doesalotofreally
interesting things withthefunding thathegetsselfhelp
housing ifyou’refamiliar withselfhelpifyou’renotletme
explain alittlebitwhathappens withselfhelphousing.   
Typically whathappens isHICDCwillbuyattractive landthat
more thanlikely isalready entitled itmayhaveasmanyasten
ortwelve lotsthat theybuyIthink themaximum isthirteen and
theminimum istensotheywould thenfindtentothirteen
qualified families whowould thenbandtogether andworkon
everyone’shouseuntil itsallcompleted typically those house
design’sarethesamesoeverybody hasthesameexact house
design andlayout butlongstoryshort isthateveryone is
required toworkoneveryone’shouseuntil thefinaloneisdone
sonobody getstomove intotheir houseuntil everybody’shouse
isfullycompleted.  That’sselfhelp. Thatparticular model is
ithasworked quitewellandIwenttoagrand opening ofaself
helphousing thatwascompleted inKohala andtoseethelight
onthefamilies faces whowereabout tomove intothose homes
wasjustoverjoyed andheartwarming formetobethere andbe a
partofit.  Thesecondary phase thatHICDC doesistheyalsodo
rental housing samekindoffunding theytakethefunding and
willbuyalotandputuprental housing typically itsforlow
income seniors andthemost recent oneI’vedoneisinMiss
Wille’s district inNorth Kohala called Ainakea Senior Housing
andthere about toembark onanother oneinshort orderbutlong
story short istheydorental housing forlowincome individuals
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aswellasselfhelpsoatthispointI’mgoing toaskSusan
Akiyama tocome forward andgiveusheroverview on
Administrative services andthenwe’llproceed withother
division heads andsince ChrisFujiuchi isoutilltodayIwill
taketheroleofgivingalittlediscussion onconstruction
management butifSusanwill come forward.  
SusanAkiyama: Good Morning, sorealquickly beforeIgoforward
Iwanted youtotakealookatthebinder thatyouhaveinfront
ofyou.  You’llnotice thatwe’vetabbed several sections in
there andwe’renotgoing togothrough thewhole thing today
butthere’sasection onourapproved organizational chart,  
you’llfindacopyofourcurrent budget, ourgoals and
objections bydivision, information aboutwell there’sanannual
report thatwassubmitted that’salsothere, information about
thehousing agency andtheworkforce investment board thatwe’re
responsible for, we’llgooverthatinourprogram section.   
Towards thebackyou’llseeOHCD Rules thatareinthere, there
arewebsites thatyoucangotothatwillgiveyouadditional
information about theprograms thefederal programs thatyou’ll
hearabout today andinternet websites foradditional
information butofcourse you’realways welcome togiveusa
callandyouknowifyouhavespecial questions thatyoumight
haveevenafter today.  Okay, sogoing backtopagethree and
thissection isthesection thatwe’repretty muchgoing to
cover foryoutoday soonpagethree administrative services
division isthedivision thatIamresponsible forithouses our
accounting, ourclerical branch, andourtechnology services
branch andthese branches orstaff provides support services to
theentire office andinaddition tooverseeing thisdivision I
alsoworkwithSteve andhelpSteve onspecial projects and
general oversight oftheoffice activities.  SoI’mgoing to
passitbacktoSteve andheisgoing togooverthecommunity
development division section.    
SteveArnett: Thank youSusan, weasyoucanseeinyourbinder
wehavethree different branches inourcommunity development
division. Onebranch istheplanning branch, thesecond oneis
thedevelopment branch andthethirdoneisthehousing program,  
intheplanning branch itsprimarily hastodowiththe
affordable housing piece eachandevery developer isrequired to
comeupwithifyouareabrand newsubdivider thechapter
eleven ofthecounty coderequires that twenty percent ofany
newhomes thatcomeonline inasubdivision beaffordable homes
forhopefully local residents tobuyandmove intoofcourse we
alsohaveproblems withthehowmuchisreally called affordable
butnonetheless we’lldealwiththatatanother point.  Asfar
astheplanning branch isalsoconcern iswehaveoneofthe
members ofourstaff isthefairhousing officer, soifthere
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arecomplaints regarding rentals thathavetodowithfair
housing issues, AlanRudoofouroffice isthefairhousing
officer fortheCounty hewould comeoutandinvestigate and
writeareport therearevarious levelsofState andCounty
agencies thatmayormaynotbeinvolved ifforsomereason or
other theparticular complainant didn’tlikethereport thatour
fairhousing officer hadissued theycould conceivably gotothe
State levelandhavetheStatealso investigate andlastbutnot
least could evengotothefederal government andhave HUD
investigate andwe’veactually hadthathappen onmywatch but
fortunately Icanhonestly saythateverybody camebackwiththe
original agreeing withouroriginal report even thought the
complainant didn’tso.  Theprojects thedevelopment branch
basically isconstruction andinthedevelopment branch wehave
built quiteafewstructures during theKenoi administration and
I’mhappy tosaythatwiththepush fromtheadministration it’s
beenquiteaniceaccomplishment forMayor Kenoi andOHCDwe
started offwithahomeless shelter inKona intheold
industrial areaandthat’scalled theWestHawaii Emergency
Facility thatparticular building wasstarted rightatthe
beginning oftheKenoi Administration ithouses thirty one
single individuals typically itssixteen males andfifteen
females witharesident night manager it’slocated intheold
thesideoftheoldwaste water treatment plant inKailua Kona
anditisforafternoon andevening only.  Itisclosed during
thedaysoifyouareahomeless individual youarenotallowed
tobethere during thedayunless ofcourse you’reveryvery
sickbutit’sprimarily forsafetyofhomeless individuals men
andwomen notfamilies whoneedaplace safeplace tolaythere
headandifyouhaven’tseenthatfacility andwould likeatour
ofitwe’dbehappy togiveyouatourofit.  Iremember very
vividly awhenwehadthegrand opening ofthatparticular
facility ourlatesenator Inouye cameandtookanicelittle
tourandIwalked withhiminto theoneandonlyunit thatwe
hadfurnished atthetime, hewalked inhelooked around he
turnedabackandhelookedatmeandhesaid, wow, thisis
really nice! AndIthought tomyselfwowthat’sahuge
compliment, sowealsoagree thatit’sverynicesoifyouor
anyofyouareinterested intouring anyoneofourfacilities
whyplease justspeak upandwe’dbehappy toarrange that for
you.  Inaddition, totheWestHawaii emergency facility apart
ofthatRFPwasaremodel ofabuilding thatwasoriginally
there thatwasbuiltbyStanford Carrwhich wasoriginally and
still continues tobecalled thefriendly place. Thefriendly
place isnowoperated byHopeservices andprovides an
opportunity forthehomeless individuals todotheir laundry, to
takeashower, tohaveaplace tostore their things inalocker
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where theycanputalockonittheyevensometimes serve meals
usetobethattheyserve breakfast every morning andactually
serve lunch every dayandtheyhadmanyoftheir religious
churches comeinandactually doanevening mealsubsequent to
thatwe’vehadsomeproblems with individuals whohavebeen
attending thefriendly place andsomeofthose services have
beencurtailed duetoIdon’twanttosayviolence butarguments
thathave taken place there we’veactually evenhadthepolice
comeunfortunately andalsoaresultofreduction instaff from
Hopeservices butatsomepoint andtimewehopetohavea
little moresecurity andmaybegetsomeofthose services
restored.  Another construction program thatwehavecompleted
isthehomesofUluWiniasI’vementioned before, thereare
forty thatwerebuilt andoccupied.  Oftheforty, Ibelieve
eightaredesignated fortransitional families andthesebythe
wayareforfamilies notforindividuals sothisisforpeople
whohavechildren thattransitional means thatyoupayonlya
nominal amount forrent themaximum stayfortransitional
families istwoyearsafteratwoyearperiodoftimehopefully
we’vegotsomekindoftraining fortheheadsofhouseholds so
that theycanactually dosomekindofgainful employment and
move fromthetransitional housing intolowincome housing and
thereareclearly income limits forthepeople wholiveinthe
homesofUluWini typically isthirty tofiftypercent ofthe
average median income which means thatyou’reonthevery low
endoftheincome strata, under construction onthatsame
particular sitearethirtysixadditional unitswhich wehope
will comeonlineattheendofMarch theduedateforthat
particular construction isMarch thetwentieth andmylast
consultation withourconstruction manager isthatwe’reontime
andonbudget andthat’spretty much beenthemantra thathas
been laiddownbythehousing administrator whocomes from
private sector andrealizes thatsometimes governmental jobsget
outofhandandsowejustdecided heyearlyonontimeon
budget ifitcanbedoneprivately whycantitdonein
government, itsnotanovel ideaanditsjustsomething thatwe
justsaidisgoing tohappen andouradministration alsopulls
thatsamecord.  Onthesamesitewe’vebuiltwhat’scalled our
educational training facility.  It’sasmall warehouse thatwill
eventually house theHawaii island foodbasket andalsohabitat
forhumanity those twononprofit organizations probably doas
muchormoreforthelowincome individuals intheCountyof
Hawaii asanythatwehave.  AndIwantyoutounderstand that
itsnotfreerentforthose twoentities theywillbepaying
rentmaybealittlebitlessthanmarket ratebutnonetheless we
atOHCDdecided thatwithout somekindofrentwewould not
really havetheability tomakerepairs andmaintenance onthat
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building inthefuturesomuchoftherents thatwehave they
willeither goforrepairs orsomekindofmaintenance but
eventually intoafundthatwillbeusedforfuture capital
improvements iftheybecome necessary.  There isalsoathird
baythatwillbeusedbythepolice department forstorage of
either evidence itemsorconfiscated items thathavebeentaken
during thecourse ofsomekindofcriminal investigation orwhat
haveyouIdon’tknowexactly whatallthere going toputin
therebutlongstoryshort isthatwe’regoing tosavethe
police department aboutahundred thousand dollars ayearby
allowing themtohavethisfacility astheir storage asopposed
tohaving topayforsomekindofacommercial storage some
where elsesothepolice department ispretty happy about being
abletohaveanopportunity togetaway fromhaving tohave
commercial storage fortheir items.  Thelastpieceofthehomes
ofUluWini isanother twenty units thefullmaximum buildout
onthatparticular eightacreparcel isninety sixunitswith
oursecond increment we’llhaveseventy sixcompleted andwe
will thenneedtocomplete twenty moretodothefullbuildout
withtheassistance andapproval ofouradministration wehave
approximately twomillion dollars inCIPfunding which isbeena
runthrough thechannels andhopefully willbecome available so
thatandthat’sjustabout enough weactually needslighted a
littlebitmorethanthattocomplete thetwenty unitsbut
hopefully inanother yearwe’llhavethefullbuildoutthe
homesofUluWiniwillbecompletely constructed andwe’llget
several ofourhomeless families offthestreet andinto
actually verynicecomfortable livingsituation andonceagain
ifyoufolkswould likeanopportunity towalkthrough anyone
ofthoseunitswe’dbehappy toshowyou.  They’reveryvery
niceunits theyreallyare.  Thenextpiece inthedevelopment
division istheKamakoa Nuiworkforce development workforce
housing project inWaikoloa.  Back innineteen ninety, eighty
ninetheCounty wasgiven twohundred andseventy plusacres in
Waikoloa asafulfillment ofaffordable housing piece for
transcontinental development maynothavebeenthatnameatthe
timebutnonetheless thatparticular acreage satfallow formany
manyyearsuntil theHarry Kimadministration decided that they
weregoing toconstruct homes theydidanRFPandeventually
selected adeveloper named Unidev todotheconstruction and
CityBankatthetimeactually sent theirpresident andCEOout
andgaveapresentation andwooed Mr. Kimtothepoint where
Unidev wasselected asourconstruction manager ofthat
particular project.  Subsequent totheir selection we’verun
intosome disagreements andasyouareprobably areallaware
there isnowalawsuit between theCountyofHawaii andUnidev
I’mnotgoing togointothedetails ofthatthat’snotmy
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kuleana that’scorporation counsel butjustgiveyouaheads up
thatweareinalawsuit andthatactually hasbeengoing onfor
acouple ofyears. During theprocess oftheKenoi
administration taking over initially there wasathere wastwo
LLC’sthatweresetuponewasanonprofit called HIHTandthe
other wascalled WWHandtheWWHwasaforprofit LLCHIHTwasa
nonprofit thatactually heldthetitletotheland.  Idon’t
really knowquite whattheramifications ofdoingsowerebut
longstoryshort ismyopinion isandIrepeat thisismy
opinion onlywasanattempt totryandmove away fromhaving to
payforaprevailing wagewhich would meanhaving topayfor
union workers andI’mgoing torepeat itonemore timethat’smy
opinion, nonetheless, when theKenoi administration cameon
board wetookalookatHIHTandWWHanddecided thatwecould
probably doabetter jobifwetookitinhouse soweclosed
down HIHTandclosed down WWHandhadtheCountyI’msorry had
theboardofdirectors ofthose individual LLC’ssignthetitle
totheproperty backovertotheCounty ofHawaii andwe
basically although those entities arestill inoperation today
because ofthelawsuit theydon’treallydoanything atthis
particular stage.  Atonepoint andtimeHIHTwashemorrhaging
money tothetuneofabout thirty, twenty tothirty thousand
dollars amonth andthathasallstopped andasIsaidwe’ve
taken thatproject inhouse wehave twoplanners inourKona
office thatpretty much tookthatproject overandmonitored it
tothepoint towhereitistoday andwhereitistoday isas
follows, wehavefourmodel homes thatarebuilt andfurnished
onsiteandthose homes arebasically forpeople tocomeinand
seeifitssomething that theywould liketobuy. Nowtheseare
homes thatareforpurchase wehave through theRFPprocess
selected Aldridge andAssociates asoursales teamandtheyare
currently intheprocess ofmarketing those homes. Ourplanis
tobuild fourtotenatatimetotake advantage ofthe
economies atscalebybuying materials inbulkanddoing IFB’s
sothatlocal thedevelopers canbuild homes inquantity as
opposed tooneatatimeandthose homeswillbebuiltonly
afterpeople havesigned onthebottom lineandhaveputup
money thatwilleventually willprobably benonrefundable
should theybackout.  Nowtheultimate goal istocomplete the
ninety onehomesites thatareavailable atKamakoa Nuiand
eventually havesomerevolving fundmoney thatcomes backtothe
County asaresultofthefunding thatwehaveinplace andif
youlookatpage twoyou’llseethatwehaveover forty three
million dollars inthatparticular project.  Forty million plus
came fromgovernment obligation bonds thatwere issued bythe
County andanother threemillion pluscamefromourhousing
agency fundthatwehavehadfunds inforsometime.  
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Mr. Ilagan: Excuse meMr. ArnettIjustwanttobemindful of
thetime, youhavetenminutes fortherestofyourpresentation
andIwanttoopenituptothequestion fortheothercouncil
members.  Thank you.  
Mr. Arnett: Thank you, thank you, okay, withthatI’llmove ona
littlebit, thefinalpieceofourprogram isthehousing
program branch andthere iswhere wehavetheRERP andthe
NAHASDA Programs.  Asyoucanseethere, wewereawarded a
hundred andsixty seven thousand fivehundred dollars fromCDBG
funding forourloanprogram andasIsaidtoyouearlier ifany
ofyouhaveanylowincome individuals wholiveinyourdistrict
thatneedrepairs totheir homes please consult withusandhave
anapplication senttoyouforthose individuals soitcanbe
filled outandvetted tomakesure theyqualify andifso
hopefully those loans canbefunded tothose particular
individuals sowith thatI’llconclude mydiscussion on
construction management andI’llaskNoelFujimoto ifhewill
come forward andgiveyoualittleoverview ontheGrants
Management division andgofromthere.  Thank you.  
NoelFujimoto: Thank youSteve, goodmorning everyone.  
Mr. Ilagan: morning Noel.  
NoelFujimoto: Justtogobriefly over thegrants management
division, Iwasactually promoted lastmonth toheadthis
division prior tothatIwastheIhelped administer theHOME
program fortheCounty sobasically weinthegrants management
division there’sthree major grants theCDBGgrant theHOME
grant andWIAgrant.  I’llgoovertheCDBG, theHOME grant, and
someofthesmaller grants andSusanwill follow upwith
explaining theWIAgrantportion.  Basically ourdivision are
responsible foradministering thefederal grants that theCounty
receives orouroffice receives.  Andmainly these grants are
primarily tohelplowtomoderate income people orfamilies
right nowtheCDBGgrant wegetapproximately twopoint five
million ayearwe’renotsureexactly howmuchwe’regoing to
getthisyearbecause ofthecongress still isinsession and
theyhaven’tdecided orcameupwithafigureorcomeupwitha
figure yetbutweanticipate about twoinahalfmillion and
basically ourprocess fortheCDBG Grants andtheHOMEgrants
arewestart inOctober wegoouttopublic hearings andatthat
timewepublish anRFPalsofororganization’sthatare
interested inapplying forthegrants sowereceive thegrants
normally beginning partofJanuary infact, thisyear’sgrants
willbetheapplications willbeinfactthisThursday isthe
deadline tosubmit theirapplications soafterwegetthe
applications wereview rankallofthese proposals andwemakea
decision asfaraswhich grantsorwhich proposals aregoing to
beapproved.  Sowehaveupuntil thenwecometotheCounty
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housing agency meeting andalsototheCounty Council for
approval onthese projects which isourannual action planand
theannual action planisduetoHUDinMay, Mayfifteenth so
theprocess runsfromabout October toMayasfarastheHOME
grantasSteve mentioned earlier theHOME grant isreceived by
theState andpassed through theneighbor island Counties andin
thepastitwasdivided equally among theCounties weeachgot
aboutamillion dollars apiecebutlastyeartheydecided to
change theallocation process andaward thefullthreemillion
toeachcounty onarotation basis, sowegotours lastyear,  
Kauai’sisinlinetogetthefull threemillion thisyearand
Mauinextyearsonext timewe’llbeeligible toreceive HOME
funds would beintheyear twothousand fifteen.  Andinitially
ouroffice wasagainst thisnewmethod ofallocation because in
ourCounty wehaveprojects every year thatHICDC mainly haveon
lineandtheywanttoapply forHOME fundstohelpthemwith
these projects sowefelt thatwewanted tokeepitthesame
haveitevery yearplusitseasier toplanifweknowwe’re
going togetthreemillion every year, onemillion every year
andwehavetheprojects linedup.  Unfortunately, someofthe
other Counties werehaving ahard time spend theHOME funds and
that’swhytheState decided tochange thewaytoallocate the
funds. OntheNSPgrants, thiswasactually aninitiative
president Obama started backintwothousand andeight tohelp
initiate andstimulate theeconomy andwewere fortunate enough
togetover tenmillion oftheneighborhood stabilization
program funds andthiswasthetotalofthese funds wereplaced
intoourUluWiniproject tohelp finance thatproject.  Someof
theother small grants wereceive SPGorSpecial purpose grants
theseareactually setasideorearmarked funds that
congressional Hawaii congressional delegation havetheoption to
award these funds unfortunately congress putamoratorium on
these funds backintwothousand andtensowe’renotreceiving
anyright nowbutwegotagoodchance onthese funds fromthe
latesenator Inouye’soffice hewasvery instrumental inhaving
these earmarked funds passed outtotheStateofHawaii andthe
County ofHawaii.  Lastly, theHPGorHousing Preservation
grants program, thisisactually administered byHCEOC Hawaii
County Economic Opportunity Council, wehavesome program income
funds thatisearmarked forthisprogram andweusually goout
andRFPwhenever wehaveenough program income togetthis
program going onagain, sorightnowtheHPGprogram thefunding
isforthislastappropriation ifkindofbeing usedupsowe
might havetogooutforanRFPinthefuture.  Aside fromthat,  
theWIAistheother maingrant andI’llaskSusan toexplain
thattoyou.  Thank you.  
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Mr. Ilagan: Thank youNoelandcongratulations onyourpromotion
andMissAkiyama, Ijustwanttosaytakefiveminutes todo
yourpresentation andwe’llopenituptothecouncil members
forquestions.  
SusanAkiyama: Okay, allright, sotheWorkforce yahandwealso
haveonemore theexisting housing division, Sharon Hirota, so
I’mgoing totakeoneminute.  
Mr. Ilagan: Ok
SusanAkiyama: Sowecanpassthemicontoher, theworkforce
investment actisadepartment oflabor federal grant thatwe
receive thisprogram wassigned intolawbackinninety eightso
we’vebeenrunning thisprogram forafewyears itsbasically an
employment andtraining program three funding streams well
actually four there isadmin andadmin potofmoney andwealso
getmonies foradults, dislocated workers, which arepeople who
arelaidofffromtheirplaces ofwork through nofaultoftheir
ownandthelast funding stream isforyouth.  Fourteen ages
fourteen totwenty onebasically thelawrequires ustohavea
board which oversees ourbudgets, ourcontracts, policy making
forthelocalareawhich iscalled theworkforce investment
board there’sinformation about thatboard inyourbinder and
there’salsoayouth council which ismandated bylawwhich
oversees ouryouth programs.  That’sit.  
Mr. Ilagan: Thank you.  
SusanAkiyama: Okay. I’llaskSharon tocomeup.  
Mr. Arnett: Sharon Hirota isourdivision headforourexisting
housing which comprises ofsection eight subsidy rental and
other programs.  
SharonHirota: Hi, goodmorning, soIhavecouple minutes so
I’lldothisasfastasIcan.  Sotheexisting housing division
administers ourrental housing programs fortheCounty ofHawaii
oneofthemorepopular programs thatweadminister isthe
housing choice voucher, section eight program, morecommonly
known hereasCounty Housing andtheprogram brings inabout
fourteen million dollars inhousing assistance andweusethat
toservice around nineteen hundred families island wide asmuch
aswewould liketohelpeverybody whohasaneedthere’sover
sixthousand applicants currently onourprograms waiting list
andwecontinue toaccept applications onadailybasis.  And
under those programs, theprogram wasdesigned tohelplowand
moderate income withrental assistance, wehaveabout eight
hundred landlords thatparticipate inourprogram andonan
average basis wepayalittleoveramillion dollars outamonth
intoourlandlords onbehalfoftheprogram andonbehalfofthe
participants ofourprogram. Built into thesection eight
program wealsohavewhatwecall thefamily selfsufficiency
program which also individuals tohave individualize case
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management. Ourgoalistoworkwiththemtoconnect themto
different resources outinthecommunity sothat theycan
eventually become selfsufficient andnolonger needour
services andthuswecangohelpsomebody elseonthewaiting
list. Wealsohavethehomeownership option program which allows
eligible individuals whoareintheposition topurchase, that
instead ofrental assistance weprovide themwithmortgage
assistance andthusfarwe’vehadasofDecember 31, 2010, we’ve
hadfour families whohavebecome successful homeowners and
recently we’veadded twomore tothatlistso, inaddition, my
division alsooversees ourKulaimano Elderly housing project,  
which isafiftyunit, onebedroom project located inPepe’ekeo
andwealsooversee theOuliEkahi Property which isathirty
threeunit three bedroom duplex units located intheKawaihae
areaandI’mdone.  
Mr. Ilagan: Thank youSharon.  
SharonHirota: Thanks.  
Mr. Ilagan: atthistime, doanycouncil members haveany
questions?  
Ms. Ford: yes
Mr. Ilagan: Council member Ford?  
Ms. Ford: Thank you, Excuse me, Mr. Arnett, wetooktheKawaihae
housing andallowed ittobemoved overtothePunaarea.  Could
yougiveusalittleupdate, what isgoing onwiththatproject?  
Mr. Arnett: yesma’am, Icertainly can
Ms. Ford: andthenameofittoo.  
Mr. Arnett: Ithink itsI’mnotexactly surethenameofitat
themoment butI’malmost certain itscalled Pahoa Kupuna
Housing, aninstance whatwehadwasbackinnineteen ninety two
asapartofthere affordable piece Kohanaiki which wasthe
subdivision atthetimedecided thattheywanted tofulfill
there affordable housing piece before theydidanything soOuli
Ekahi thatMs. Hirota, Mrs. Hirota mentioned justacouple
minutes agowasbuiltbyKohanaiki andtobehonest withyou
theyoperated itforthefirst twenty years andtheyactually
gaveitbacktotheCounty lastyear, lastDecember saying we’re
doneyouknowwe’vesoldourKohanaiki property wereally don’t
have anyneedorrequirement tooperate Oulianymore asa
consequence youhaveitbackthesadpartwasisthatitcame
backwithamortgage itwasabout fivehundred andtwenty eight
thousand dollars thatwereontopofitbutSharon Hirota our
division manager wasdidawonderful jobinnegotiating withthe
State renegotiation ofthat loanwithZero interest, we’ve
subsequently paidthatdownabout fourhundred andseventy
thousand butlongstoryshort isthatthetransitional housing
atKawaihae wasalsobuiltbyKohanaiki that’swhere thatall
tiesintogether, there weretwenty fourunits inKawaihae I
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don’tknowifyoueverdrove pastbuttheyweretheyellow
buildings thatwill looklikeahovel inwhich theywerehovels,  
theywereabout twelve feetbysixteen feetandfamilies
actually lived inthose small squalet quarters.  Twenty ofthose
units werebuilt tobemoved, moveable theother fourwerebuilt
slabongraywhich meant theycouldn’tbeused. I’mhappy tosay
thatninety percent ofthematerials inKawaihae transitional
housing wasrecycled insomefashion.  Doors andwindows were
saved andusedforParks andRecreation andthetwenty units
thatwewereactually abletomovewenttoPahoa andweregiven
totheofficeofsocial ministries foradollar sotheofficeof
social ministries paidKohanaiki adollar andwerestored that
property toitsnatural stateaftereverything wastakenoffand
recycled andwhathaveyou.  Thereason thattheoverriding
reason todismantle Kawaihae wasthemandate fromEPAthat
subdivisions notbeongangcesspools thatparticular project
hadgangcesspools andsoapartofthedealwasthatwefillup
thegang cesspools andmove everything outofthere. So
subsequent tothatthose twenty units nowsitinPahoa, Office
ofSocial Ministries hasengaged theservices ofthestudents at
theUniversity ofHawaii Manoa architectural school theyhave
drawn plans, wehavecometothecouncil witharesolution for
certain exemptions onthatparticular property because itsag
andthanks tothecouncil approving theexemptions isnowusable
forurban usetheplanistotakeofthetwenty units moved,  
nineteen oreighteen willbeputtogether andthey’regoing to
bealmost likeduplexes, sothetwelve bysixteen unitsarenow
going tobecome abedroom, notawhole lotoflivingunitbut
onlyabedroom.  Bedroom oneachsideandthere’sgoing tobea
kitchen thatwillbeacommunal kitchen thatthetwokupunas
would usetogether, soactually havetheir ownbedroom butthey
haveacommunal kitchen that theywould use.  Myunderstanding
isthat there’sgoing tobeatremendous amount ofcommunity
effort putintothatparticular project evenourformer
councilman Mr. Blashadvolunteered tobeapartofthat
particular group. Sotobehonest withyouthere justnow
getting thatparticular project moving intermsofconstruction
andhopefully haveitdonewithin thenextsixtoeight months.   
Mr. Ilagan: Thank you, Mr. Arnett. Anyother further questions?  
Ms. Poindexter: OntheCDBG funding, isitstill where community
organizations themain thing that they’re501C3’scanapply for
those that funding aslongastheymeet thecriteria ofHUD
because doesn’tthatmoney come fromHUDandyoumeet the
criteria ofHUD?  
Mr. Arnett: Yesitdoes, alsoapartoftheawardees, Noel
touched onittoacertain degree, wehaveagroup that ranks
andrates eachapplication based uponthere needs butwealso
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fileevery fiveyears anaction planandalsoannually weneed
itupdated annually ouraction planandincluded intheaction
planarehighpriority, medium priority, andlowpriority
projects orprojects isnotthewordIwant touse, butIguess
priorities isabetter waytosayitanyway, longstoryshort is
theranks andrating system isbased uponhigh, medium, andlow
soifyou, ifyourproject fitsintoourhighpriority item,  
yourgoing togetranked higher than somebody else that’sina
lowormedium priority ifyoufollow whatIamsaying, butthe
answer toyourquestion isyes, non-profits canapply andwould
beincluded intheawardee process orranking rating process.  
Ms. Poindexter: Community organizations theydon’thavetobea
community development corporation buttheycould beacommunity
association witha501C3 andmainthing theymeet thecriteria
ofHUDwhat HUD’scriteria is?  
Mr. Arnett: Correct
Ms. Poindexter: right? Okay, thanks.  
Mr. Ilagan: Council member Wille?  
MargaretWille: Ijustwanttofirst sayhowimpressed Iamwith
howwellyougetfederal funds, Iwould liketohaveaseminar
onhowyoudidthisandhowwecandothisinother sectors. I
didwanttoask, IthinkitwasonSharon’sbrought upabout
section eight thatthere wereaboutsixthousand applicants of
thosesixthousand Ijustwondered whatportion ofapplicants do
weserve? Areweserving ordoweanticipate serving?  
SharonHirota: soweprocess application based onthedateand
timethat theysubmit tous, sothose whoareatthetopofthe
waitlist right nowarethose whoapplied inJanuary oftwo
thousand andeight.  
MargaretWille: InJanuary oftwothousand andeight.  
SharonHirota: yes
MargaretWille: Imean theonethingIreally likeabout this
program isthat there’safocusonselfsufficiency andmoving
people towards where there notjustbeing provided housing but
abletodothatontheir ownandIreally believe inthatnot
justgivethefishbutteach thefishing helppeople todothat
andIwonder intermsofthebalancing ofthetransitional
housing, rental units, verses single family ownership Ihappen
tobereally intomaximizing therental andtransitional housing
andnotamuchofanadvocate forproviding single family homes
individual soIdon’tknowhowmuch youallhavecontrol over
looking atthatkindofwhere thefunds goorwhat the
allocation isandwhatyourpriorities areinthatarea. Maybe
that’sSteve.  
SteveArnett: I’malittle confuse, Areyoutalking about CDBG
funding oryou’retalking about section eight funding.  

2121hnhp19



MargaretWille: I’mnottalking about section eightbutjust
generally intermsofgetting funding inwhere we’reallocating
that towards suchasthesingle thesomeoftheunits thatyou
haveinKonaorrental subsidy verses where building single
family homes forsingle families.  
SteveArnett: Well ideally mostofourprograms gotobenefit
rental individuals whether itstransitional orwhether itslow
income.  
MargaretWille: Itdoes.  
SteveArnett: Ideally thegoal istomovepeople from
transitional tolowincome housing thenfromlowincome housing
tomarket housing beitrental andthenultimately to
homeownership ifatallpossible. Wedonotsubsidize
homeownership inother words wedon’tgivepeople money fordown
payments, nordowegivemoney formortgage payments, sobutwe
dowedotrytoencourage youknow moving outofthelower
levels andmoving upwithatallpossible andifitmeans that
weneedtodosomesortofskilled training through programs
thatwehaveavailable youknowsobeitbutourfocus is
primarily transitional andlowincome rental assistance.  
MargaretWille: okay, that’sgoodandonelastquestion, justin
termsoftheIthinkitwasSharon again brought thisupabout
nomaybe youdid, money forrepairs forlowincome people and
that’ssomething thatregardless ofthattheiroutside ofanyof
these programs right nowtheycanapply forthat?  
SteveArnett yesma’am, andthemaximum loanamount istwenty
five thousand, soifyouhaveanindividual alowincome
individual inyourdistrict whosayneeds roofrepairorneeds
some massive plumbing, sorryMr. Onishi didn’tmeantostepon
your toes, (LOL!!!) hadneed some plumbing repairs orwhathave
you, youknowcertainly have themtakeanapplication andapply.  
MargaretWille: solowincome eligibility andI’vegotrepairs
thatareneeded andtheyarewilling todoitonaloanbasis.  
SteveArnett: Yes, ma’amandIbelieve that thepercentage for
theloanisthree percent.  
MargaretWille: Okay, thank you.  
SteveArnett: You’rewelcome.  
Mr. Ilagan: Council member Dennis “Fresh” Onishi?  
Mr. Onishi: thank youMr. Chair, thisquestion might befor
either SusanorNoel, Ijustwanted anupdate ontheliftvan
thatwasrequested byelderly activities division, parks andrec
administration youfolkswould haveanything, what’shappening
onthat? Justtoletcouncilmember’sknowthelastyearwhatI
didisworking withSusan whenshewasaCDBGcoordinator was
thattotryandgetsome funding withfortohelpparks andrec
withtheelderly activities division cause inWaimea there was
thisliftvanthat’sovertwenty something years oldandnoone
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really wentandtriedtogetanewvehicle soworking with
housing, working withparks andrecandalsowiththe
administration, wegotthefunding andmaybe Noelcankindof
update everyone.  
NoelFujimoto: Yeswereceived thespecifications fromparks and
recsandwe’rereviewing itandwe’llbesubmitting itbackto
parks andrecsothat theycangooutanddothere procurement
process. 
Mr. Onishi: andIthink itslikewhatseventy onethousand
dollars orsomething likethat.  
NoelFujimoto: yeah, that’scorrect.  
Mr. Onishi: good, okay, andthenalsowhatIwaslooking at
hopefully inthefuture wastrying togetoneliftvanforKona,  
because Konaislacking ofaliftvantoo, theyhaveaveryold
vanthere toosothat’swhatmynextplanwasbutthank youfor
theupdate.  
NoelFujimoto: You’rewelcome.  
Mr. Onishi: andalsojusttoletcouncilmember’sknowthatyou
knowIreally missJeremy McComber because heisareally good
manbutnowIlookforward toworking withChrisFujiuchi and
oneofemoneproject isthat theHiloHongwanji theyhavea
property justbelow Waiakea HighSchool andwhat theywanted to
dowasdoastudent homes student housing fortheuniversity but
because ofsomekindtaxcredits ortheaffordable credits some
thing wentwrong soJeremy wasworking toseehowhecould help
withthedeveloper totryandsolve thisproblem butheleft
thenthenewperson cameinbutheleftsonowhopefully Ican
workwithChrisonthatone. So.  
SteveArnett: Well, Imustadmit, Chris isonly temporary
Mr. Onishi: Wellhopefully thenIgottoworkwithhimfast
then. Butyeahthat’sjustsomeoftheprojects butalsoIdon’t
maybe youfolkscangiveanupdate toabout theCDBGbecause I
think thefederal government orthere wasaproblem about the
funding source anddepending onwhathappens withthefiscal
yearorwiththefiscalcliffoftheothersocalledIdon’t
knowwhatitistheylooking atorwhat theygoing becutting
thatmight become youknowonthechopping blocks correct?  
SteveArnett: itstrueitcouldbeonthechopping block, we
hopenotbutitcould. Yeah, thatprogram hasbeenveryvaluable
tousandbutwe’vebeenabletohelpalotofnonprofits alot
ofreally really good things withthatprogram sohopefully it
stays inplace.  
Mr. Onishi: yeah, justtoletcouncilmember’sknowthatabout
twoyears agowhen councilman Ikeda andmyself wentupSusan
helped ustogettomeettheCDBG person upinWashington, DC
andsowegottomeetwiththatperson andwethanked themfor
alltheir services andwetoldthemthatyouknowwhatever we
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canhelpoutyouknowtoletusknow, butthat’swhatwedidup
there.  Thank you, thanks Susan.  
Mr. Ilagan: Thank youcouncil member Onishi, anyother further
questions? Ifnone, Ijustwanttosaythank youMr. Arnett for
bringing yourstaff andgiving usanoverview oftheHawaii
County Housing Agency andHappy NewYear.  
Mr. Arnett: thank youthere’sonething thatIforgot, andI
would liketomention before youguys leave andthatiswedid
inWaikoloa wedidbuildapark there wasatwelve acrepiece
thatwasdesignated foraparkandwe’veconstructed thepark
andwebuiltaregulation sizesoccer fieldandasoftball
diamond andbaseball diamond forthekupuna andthekidstoplay
onandintheworks andunder construction aswespeak isa
skateboard park thereaswellnowtheskateboard parkiscoming
fromprivate funding butnonetheless thepark itself isasoccer
field, softball/baseball diamond comfort station parking lotand
maybe evenaeventually atsomepoint andtimeacommunity
center forWaikoloa, Waikoloa doesn’treally haveacommunity
center sothatwould beareally valuable edition forthat
particular community soIjustwanted toaddthatthat’sthe
thingIforgot.  
Mr. Ilagan: thank youMr. Arnett, thank you.  
Mr. Arnett: thank youallforyourpatience andindulgence in
listening tousdrawn onandhopefully itwasworthwhile.  
Mr. Ilagan: Atthistime, Iwill recognize amotion tonominate
avicechair fortheHawaii County Housing agency.  
Mr. Kern: pointoforder, Mr. Chair, Ithink themotion is
pending right nowandwe’dbeintodiscussion right now, now
thatMr. Onishi’sthere andifwecouldI’dliketostart that
out.  
J. Yoshimoto: justasapointoforder youwould justneedto
call theitembacktothefloor.  Justsaythatwe’regoing to
address themotion tonominate Mr. Onishi is, iswhere wewere
at, anditwillbecome live.  
Mr. Ilagan: Iwillbring backthemotion tothefloor toaddress
thenomination forthevicechairofthehousing county agency.   
Mr. Kern: Mr. Chair
Mr. Ilagan: Councilmember Kern
Mr. Kern: Thank you, I’dliketoapologize tomyfellow
councilmember’sfortheconfusion thatIhavecaused this
morning. I’dalsoliketoespecially apologize toMs. Eoff for
putting youonthespot, Ididn’tmeantodothat, Ididn’t
remember correctly andMr. Onishi myactionofmaking that
original motion wasnothing against youoranything elseitwas
justpureconfusion soI’dliketobeabletomoveonfromthat
andIagain apologize forthatandIsupport Mr. Onishi forthe
vicechairofthisposition.  Thank youverymuch.  
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Mr. Ilagan: CanIgetasecond, discussion.  
Ms. Poindexter: Ifeelobligated because Ihadinitially also
agreed tothattohaving whenwespokeIdon’tfeel likeIwant
togobackonmyword toosoIwanttohonor thatsoI’mgoing
tosaythatI’mgoing tosupport Fresh Onishi. Thank you.  
Mr. Ilagan: anyone else? Councilmember Eoff?  
KarenEoff: thank youMr. Chair, yesIwanted tothankmyfellow
councilmember’sfortheir confidence andsupport inmebutat
thistimeItoosupport Mr. Onishi forvicechair andifhehas
anychange ofheartordoesnotwant theposition thenIwould
consider itbutotherwise I’llsupport Mr. Onishi.  
MargaretWille: Yes, Myoneconcern isjustthatWestHawaii be
really well represented onthehousing issue andIwanttoknow
thatMr. Onishi orwhoever that there really going tobetaking
acomprehensive lookathousing onthewestsideandbea
presence over thereImeanotherwise itsgoing tobetwopeople
fromtheeastsideandsoI’mreally looking tothewestside
beingwell represented notjustonindividual itemsbutonthe
sortofbigpicture ofwhatdowedoabout housing andhowdowe
dealwiththatintermsofwater howdowedealwithitallin
termsoftheoverall development thereaswellasintermsof
transportation thatmaybeallofthehousing forthatarea
should notberight therebutthatweought toincrease
transportation soI’mjustasking forahighlevelofcommitment
toMr. Onishiorwhoever doesitandthatIdohavealotof
questions andconcerns intermsofonthewestside. Thank you.  
Mr. Ilagan: Councilmember Onishi?  
Mr. Onishi: thank youMr. Chair, justtoanswer someofMiss
Wille’squestions isthatyouknowIthinkaboutayearortwo
years agoIthinkImetwithSteve folksandwithyourstaff
about trying toseehowwecould adjust affordable percentage
housing andtoseewhere wecouldbringitdownbutthebottom
lineweneedtounderstand isthatwhenthehousing project is
donetheygobythispercentage butthenalsotheperson needs
toqualify andthat’swhereIthink there’salotofproblems
maybe someone fromyouroffice canyouknowmaybe answer tothat
oraddtothatbutthethings lotoftimes weneedtohavelike
rental housing Ithink thatwould bemuch more feasible for
certain areas because ofhowthere’snotenough jobsandpeople
arenotworking andsothat’swhereIworked withthemtosee
howwecoulddotheadjustments onthat. Transportation wise
likeImentioned before youknowIworked ononeproject with
themalready withparks andrecandadministration about getting
thatliftvanforWaimea, Honoka’a, Laupahoehoe butnowlikeI
saidIwanted toseeifIcouldgetsomething downforKonaand
tohelpouttheseniors outthere. Andthat’swhat thebottom
lineisforyouknow likeCDBG youknowIguess itsevery
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individual councilmember whatever projects youfolkshavein
there youhavetoworkwiththatnonprofitorworkwiththat
public private company totryandseehowtheycangetsome CDBG
funding fromhousing andthat’swhatI’vebeenalways trying to
workwithandyouknowIhadameeting withtheHiloadultcare,  
theHawaii Island Adult Caremeeting withtheCDBG group tofind
outhowtheycanimprove there ratings because theydidn’t
qualify thelast time. Sothat’ssome things butIreally
appreciate working under housing andworking withChairman
Ilagan onthis. Thank you.  
Mr. Ilagan: Thank youcouncilmember Onishi, anyfurther,  
councilmember Kern?  
Mr. Kern: Ijust liketopointoutthefact thatIpersonally I
don’tfeel that thevicechairoreventhechairof the
committee necessarily drives thatontheislandwide basisIfeel
thatitsuptousasindividual councilmember’stoworkwithour
constituents astheneedforthatonthishousing andsoIfeel
that thevicechair ifthechair isn’tabletodothat thevice
chair isgoing toleadthemeeting theirgoing tohelpthe
process ofitbutagain itsuptousasindividual
councilmember’stodowhatwecanforourdistricts andthe
people oftheBigIsland asawhole andwork together todothat
soMs. Wille, Idon’tfeel that that’sthedriving force there,  
Ifeel likewearethedriving forcesoI’llfinish wethat.  
Thank you.  
Mr. Ilagan: Thank youcouncilmember’s’, Ms. Clerk canwedorole
call?  
Ms. Clerk: Sure, Ms. Eoff?  
Ms. Eoff: aye
Ms. Clerk: Ms. Ford?  
Ms. Ford: No
Ms. Clerk: Mr. Kanuha?  
Mr. Kanuha: aye
Ms. Clerk: Mr. Kern
Mr. Kern: aye
Ms. Clerk: Mr. Onishi?  
Mr. Onishi aye
Ms. Clerk: Ms. Poindexter?  
Ms. Poindexter: aye
Ms. Clerk: Ms. Wille?  
Ms. Wille aye
Ms. Clerk: Mr. Yoshimoto?  
Mr. Yoshimoto: aye
Ms. Clerk: Chair Ilagan?  
ChairIlagan: aye
Ms. Clerk: Chair Ilagan youhaveeight ayes.  
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ChairIlagan: Thank youMs. Clerk. Since there’snooldbusiness
andmayIhaveamotion toadjourn?  

somoved
second

ChairIlagan: allsayaye
Councilmembers: aye, adjourn
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