From: Robert Culbertson

To: DEM (COH)
Subject: Item V. New Business - Bill 83, Draft 2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 7:21:14 PM

Aloha Environmental Management Committee,

I am writing to urge you to support Bill 83, Draft 2, and its amendments, and to
send a favorable recommendation to the full County Council.

Plastic pollution is one of the greatest threats to our island’s health, ecosystems, and
future generations. Every year, more than 11 million metric tons of plastic enter the
ocean, breaking down into microplastics that now contaminate our air, water, and
even human blood and organs. Hawai‘i’s marine life—turtles, seabirds, and fish—
are ingesting plastics at alarming rates, and these same toxins enter our food chain.
I also wish to acknowledge the laborious attention by the working parties and civic
organizations to promote this landmark legislation for our island.

P.S. I am too old and tired to go on many more 'beach cleanups'. Let's reduce opala
at the source!

Mahalo!
R A Culbertson
Honokaa
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