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Traffic Calming Devices in 
Your Neighborhood

 The County of Hawai’i uses traffic 
calming devises in residential areas to 
encourage motorists to drive the speed 
limit speed, making our local streets and 
neighborhoods safer and more livable. 

Traffic calming reduces accidents, 
collisions, fatalities, and pollution in our 
communities by compelling drivers to 
slow down, enabling them to react to 
unexpected situations such as a child 
darting across the street. 

Traffic calming devices used by the 
County of Hawai’i include: 

• Center Island and Chokers 

• Roundabouts and Traffic circles 

• Speed Humps and Speed Tables 

• Smart (or Radar) Signs 

• Zig Zag and Curve Line Pavement 
Marking 

How are traffic calming 
projects chosen? 

If you think your street could benefit from 
traffic calming, contact the Traffic Calming 
Project Manager. The City maintains a list of 
potential traffic calming projects. City 
departments work together to establish 
priorities, based on such factors as: 

• severity of the speeding problem 

• ability to coordinate with other projects 

• proximity to elementary schools and 
playgrounds. 

When a street nears the top of the priority 
list, City staff work closely with neighborhood 
residents to determine the best way to slow 
traffic. The width of the street and the volume 
and speed of traffic will help determine what 
alternatives are possible. 

To learn about traffic calming devices in your community, 
contact: County of Hawai‘i, Department of Public Works 

Traffic Division 108 Railroad Avenue, HIlo, HI 96720 

Traffic website: https://hawaii-county-public-works-
hawaiicountygis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/traffic 

Phone: (808) 961-8341 • Fax: (808) 961-8591 
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Slow Down 

County of Hawai'i 
is an Equal 

Opportunity 
Provider and 

Employer 

https://hawaiicountygis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/traffic
https://hawaii-county-public-works


Center Island 
and  Choker

Center islands and chokers 
slow traffic by narrowing the 
travel lanes and creating a 
sense of enclosure. A center 
island is a raised area along the 
centerline of a street that 
narrows the travel lanes. 
Chokers are curb extensions 
that also narrow the roadway. 
The successive use of the 
center island and choker also 
creates a horizontal deflection 
(pushing vehicles to the 
outside of the lane, then back 
towards the center (as 
illustrated), further adding to 
the calming effect. 

Roundabout  and
 Traffic Circle 

Roundabouts and traffic circles 
are used to improve safety, and 
traffic flow, at intersections. Traffic 
circles are raised islands in the 
center of residential street 
intersections and reduce speed by 
forcing motorists to maneuver 
around them. All traffic travels in a
counter-clockwise direction around 
the roundabout’s center island. 

Thus all left-turn conflicts at  
intersections are eliminated.      
Drivers should be aware of the    
pedestrian crossing when    
approaching and departing the    
intersection. Large vehicles are able      
to drive over the asphalt center      
island if they cannot completely     
maneuver within the travel lane.     
Pedestrians and bicyclists can      
continue to use the shoulder to go     
around roundabouts and traffic     
circles. Traffic circles are installed     
on Haleki‘i Street in Kona Scenic   
Subdivision. 

Smart Signs
Smart (radar) Signs are 

informational signs that display 
the speed of oncoming vehicles or 
a  reminder  for  the  driver  to  slow 
down.   Smart  Signs  use  highly 
visible  LEDs  to  make  motorists 
more  aware  of  their  speed  and  to 
encourage  safer  driving  behavior. 
They  are  a  traffic-calming  solution 
that  has  been  proven  to  slow  
traffic  down  and   are installed   in 
residential  areas  and   in school  
zones. They  provide   speed  data  to 
the police  department  but   are not  
to be  confused  with  radar  
cameras.     

Smart Signs are installed Ali’i 
Drive and Haleki‘i, Kaiminani and 
Hina Lani streets in Kona and 
Paniolo Drive in Waikoloa. 

Speed Humps  and 
Speed Tables

Speed humps and speed 
    tables slow traffic by creating a

      vertical deflection in the
      roadway. A speed hump is a

   rounded, raised area three to four
    inches high placed across the
    road in parking lots and
     residential areas. A speed table is

     a wide flat-topped speed hump
     and slows vehicles more

  gradually than humps. Speed
    tables are used in locations

     where low speeds are desired but
    provide a gentler ride and are

    preferred by emergency
     response providers.

Look for speed humps on La'e
     La'e in Waimea, and Haleki'i and

  Kupuna streets and Royal
   Poinciana Drive in Kona, and Hilo

 at Kūkūau, Alaē, and Haili streets.

Zig  Zag  and 
Curve Lines 

Hawai’i County uses 
innovative traffic calming devices 
such as  zig zag pavement 
markings. Zig    zag lines are 
painted on the street at busy    intersections and in school zones     to get motorists’ attention to slow    down, making our streets and      highways safer for everyone.     Other markings on County roads       include the center-lines,     crosswalks, stop and turn      symbols, no passing and safety     zones, and parking spaces. To     report markings that are faded or     need attention, call the Traffic     Division, (808) 961-8341 or visit     https://
hawaiicounty.311service.com/ 

Zig zag lines mark     intersections in downtown Hilo  and school zones at Kapiolani and    Kealakehe Elementary. Sharks     Teeth painted along Leilani     Avenue in Puna were recently  installed to focus a drivers' 
attention to the curves of the road. 

Definition
Traffic calming guidelines developed from research done by 
the Institute of Transportation Engineers and adapted to fit 
Hawai'i’s geography, provides the basic information on the 
concept and the approach the County of Hawai'i has taken to 
apply traffic calming measures. 

Goal 
The goal of trafc calming is to make our streets 
safer  for all users, especially children. Implementing 
calming devises creates efcient trafc fow and allows 
residents to enjoy safer neighborhoods. 

https://hawaiicounty.311service.com
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Aloha,


There are a lot of things we value about 
island living: good friends, good food, 
sunny weather, great natural beauty, and 
the common courtesies we show each 
other.


One common courtesy we share is 
‘removing our shoes or slippers before 
we enter someone’s home’.


So it is strange to me that our courtesy is 
left behind when buckling up in our 
vehicles and speeding past other 
people’s homes just to save a few 
seconds while driving.


It’s something to think about.


In the upcoming month, we plan to install 
various traffic calming devices along 
La`aloa Avenue.  This is a thirty (30) day 
demonstration to decide which devices 
are best suited for permanent installation 
along the corridor.  Installation should be 
finished by early to mid February.  


We are attaching a survey so that you 
can let us know what you think of the 
traffic calming features.  We will also 
measure vehicle speeds before and 
during the demonstration period to test 
their effectiveness.


Please call me with your comments, 
questions, or concerns.


Mahalo, 


Bruce McClure
Director of Public Works
County of Hawaii
(808) 961-8321


La`aloa Avenue Traffic Calming
Demonstration Project


Informational Meeting – for 
anyone wanting more information 
on why the demonstration is being 
implemented and how to use the 
devices as drivers, pedestrians 
and/or bicyclists an informational 
meeting will be held on January 
25th, 5 to 7 pm at the Mayor’s 
office (75-5706 Kuakini Hwy)


Demonstration Period – the 
traffic calming devices will be 
installed for a 30-day period 
beginning in early to mid 
February.


Public Survey – attached is a 
survey related to the calming 
devices.  Your responses will help 
the County to decide what type(s) 
of permanent features are best 
suited for the corridor.


Speed Survey – travel speeds 
will be measured along the 
La`aloa Avenue corridor both with 
and without the traffic calming 
measures to quantify their 
effectiveness.


Survey forms and summaries will 
be posted to the County’s website.
co.hawaii.hi.us







Center Islands and Chokers slow 
traffic by narrowing lanes and creating a 
sense of enclosure. The successive use 
of the Center Island and Choker also 
creates a horizontal deflection (pushing 
vehicles to the outside of the lane, then 
back towards the center) further adding 
to the calming effect.


Pedestrians and bicyclists will not be 
affected by this device.  They will 
continue to use the shoulders along 
La`aloa Avenue. 


Speed Humps and Speed Tables slow 
traffic by creating a vertical deflection in 
the roadway.  A speed hump is a 
rounded, raised area across the road, 
and a speed table is essentially a speed 
hump with a flat surface between the 
ramps. Generally, speed tables provide 
a more gentle ride and are preferred by 
emergency response providers. 


Pedestrians will not be affected by these 
devices.  They will continue to utilize the 
sidewalks and/or shoulders along 
La`aloa Avenue.  Bicyclists will be 
required to ride over the hump/table, 
and be careful of the taper at the ends 
that are required to maintain roadway 
drainage.


Devices shown will be temporary in nature 
for easy installation and removal.  


Landscaping, curbing, etc. will not be 
installed for the demonstration project.  


The renderings are graphics that do not 
depict actual conditions of La`aloa Avenue.


La`aloa Avenue Traffic Calming
Demonstration Project
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Traffic Calming Devices
and Locations


Roundabouts are used to improve 
intersection safety, traffic flow and 
appearance.  This feature is an example of 
a potential intersection with the future 
Parkway.


Drivers will be required to slow down and 
yield to any vehicle in the intersection.  All 
traffic will be traveling in a counter-clockwise 
direction, thus all left-turn conflicts are 
eliminated.  Drivers should also be aware of 
the pedestrian crossing when approaching 
and departing the intersection.


Large vehicles can drive over the asphalt 
center apron if they are not able to 
completely maneuver within the travel lane.


Pedestrians and bicyclists can continue to 
use the shoulder to go around the 
roundabout.  Pedestrians can cross La`aloa 
Avenue in a striped cross-walk just outside 
of the intersection.


Roundabout


Future Ali`i Parkway





		La`aloa Avenue Extension 

		Draft Agenda_AG4_011507.pdf

		La`aloa Avenue Extension 

		6:00 Convene the Meeting 

		 Welcome and Introductory Comments – Bruce McClure  (Thank people for attending & introduce resource people. Reiterate the process is being done to address community needs & to aid in decision making process.  Explain that the materials for the traffic calming demonstration project are in transit – thus, installation is projected to occur in the next few weeks and a meeting will be held in early March to discuss the traffic calming results and the County’s decision for the final alignment and cross-section.) 

		 

		6:05 Recap of Public Meeting – Buddy Desai 

		 

		6:15 Performance Measures and Corridor Alternatives – Buddy Desai & Cheryl Yoshida 

		o Ratings (handout/display – Buddy will review how each corridor rates relative to the performance measures and provide a bullet list of key findings/outcomes.  This is followed by discussion with the Advisory Group on the corridors and their ratings.  Seek Advisory Group input on their preferred corridor.) 

		 Summary (no handout/display – Buddy to discuss what the study team’s analysis means as the project nears an end – Either extension alignment is ok and will be selected by the County based on Advisory Group and public input; Corridor C is eliminated because there are 2 other “reasonable” corridors with meet P&N, address the issues raised by the Advisory Group and public, and have less impact to the environment, lower cost and less R/W; Corridor A and B are both ok and will be selected by the County based on Advisory Group and public input) 

		La`aloa Avenue Extension 

		6:00 Convene the Meeting 

		 Welcome and Introductory Comments – Bruce McClure  

		 

		6:05 Recap of Public Meeting – Buddy Desai 

		 

		6:15 Performance Measures and Corridor Alternatives – Buddy Desai & Cheryl Yoshida 







		PublicMeetingQandA_11292006.pdf

		La`aloa Public Meeting, November 29, 2007 – Written Questions and Answers  

		Questions/Answers discussed during the meeting. 

		 Written Questions and Answers that were not discussed during the meeting due to time constraints 

		StationHandouts.pdf

		Cross Section Descriptions_112606.pdf

		Cross Sections along the Proposed La`aloa Avenue Extension  

		 

		 Cross Sections along La`aloa Avenue mauka of the future Parkway 

		 



		Cross Sections along La`aloa Avenue makai  of the future Parkway 







		Agenda_publicmtg.pdf

		La`aloa Avenue Extension 

		5:00 Open House 

		 Station 1 – Project History - Jiro Sumada  (Discuss/answer questions relating to the project history, reason for CSS process, project schedule, project advisory group progress up until now which includes formation of an advisory group (mixed cross-section of concerned citizens), problem identification (mauka/makai circulation & emergency route that is contextually sensitive to existing neighborhood & non-motorized modes), prioritization of issues, evaluation of alternatives utilizing performance measures) 

		 

		6:00 Project Presentation  

		6:30 Road Corridor and Traffic Calming 

		 

		6:45 Question & Answer – Buddy Desai & Cheryl Yoshida 

		5:00 Open House 

		 Station 1 – Project History – This station provides a summary of the project history, the Context Sensitive Solution process and the Advisory Group progress. 

		6:00 Project Presentation  

		6:30 Road Corridor and Traffic Calming  

		 

		6:45 Question & Answer – Buddy Desai & Cheryl Yoshida 







		PublicMeetingQandA_01152007.pdf

		La`aloa Public Meeting, November 29, 2007 – Written Questions and Answers  

		Questions/Answers discussed during the meeting. 

		 Written Questions and Answers that were not discussed during the meeting due to time constraints 



		Questionnaire-summary_011507.pdf

		La`aloa Avenue Extension 

		Station 1 – History & CSS Process  

		 Station 2 – La'aloa Avenue Extension 

		 Station 3 – Existing Mauka Section 

		  

		 Station 4 – Makai Section 





		AG 4 Question & Comments Summary for BD Discussion.pdf

		Internal Team Handout for Verbal Discussion Related to the La`aloa Public Informational Meeting 11/29/06 

		Written Questions & Answers Not Discussed at Public Meeting  

		 Questionnaire Responses  

		Station 1 – History & CSS Process 

		Station 2 – La'aloa Avenue Extension

		Important Characteristics 



		 Station 3 – Existing Mauka Section 

		Important Characteristics 



		Station 4 – Makai Section  

		Important Characteristics 







		Questionnaire-summary_011507.pdf

		La`aloa Avenue Extension 

		Station 1 – History & CSS Process  

		 Station 2 – La'aloa Avenue Extension 

		 Station 3 – Existing Mauka Section 

		  

		 Station 4 – Makai Section 





		PublicMeetingQandA_01182007.pdf

		La`aloa Avenue Extension 

		Questions/Answers discussed during the meeting. 





		AG 4 Question & Comments Summary for BD Discussion.pdf

		Internal Team Handout for Verbal Discussion Related to the La`aloa Public Informational Meeting 11/29/06 

		Written Questions & Answers Not Discussed at Public Meeting  

		 Questionnaire Responses  

		Station 1 – History & CSS Process 

		Station 2 – La'aloa Avenue Extension

		Important Characteristics 



		 Station 3 – Existing Mauka Section 

		Important Characteristics 



		Station 4 – Makai Section  

		Important Characteristics 







		Agenda_AG4_011907.pdf

		La`aloa Avenue Extension 

		6:00 Convene the Meeting 

		 Welcome and Introductory Comments – Bruce McClure  (Thank people for attending & introduce resource people. Reiterate the process is being done to address community needs & to aid in decision making process.  Remind AG that this will be the last meeting for them to formally provide input.  Also, explain that the materials for the traffic calming demonstration project are in transit – thus, installation is projected to occur in the next few weeks and a meeting will be held in early March to discuss the traffic calming results and the County’s decision for the final alignment and cross-section.) 

		 

		6:05 Recap of Public Meeting – Buddy Desai 

		 

		6:15 Performance Measures and Corridor Alternatives – Buddy Desai & Cheryl Yoshida 

		o Ratings (handout/display – Buddy will review how each corridor rates relative to the performance measures and provide a bullet list of key findings/outcomes.  This is followed by discussion with the Advisory Group on the corridors and their ratings.  Seek Advisory Group input on their preferred corridor.) 

		 Summary (no handout/display – Buddy to discuss what the study team’s analysis means as the project nears an end – Either extension alignment is ok and will be selected by the County based on Advisory Group and public input; Corridor C is eliminated because there are 2 other “reasonable” corridors with meet P&N, address the issues raised by the Advisory Group and public, and have less impact to the environment, lower cost and less R/W; Corridor A and B are both ok and will be selected by the County based on Advisory Group and public input) 

		 Advisory Group Member Discourse (allow each advisory group member up to 3 minutes to speak.  Free to say what they want.  Last opportunity for formal/verbal input to the County – written comments can still be sent to Cheryl or Buddy by next Friday 2/2/2007.  No voting at the end, direct speaking to the County to provide guidance in their decision making.) 

		La`aloa Avenue Extension 

		6:00 Convene the Meeting 

		 Welcome and Introductory Comments – Bruce McClure  

		 

		6:05 Recap of Public Meeting – Buddy Desai 

		 

		6:15 Performance Measures and Corridor Alternatives – Buddy Desai & Cheryl Yoshida 














Copy for traffic calming brochure


 Add as last sentence     Lines painted on both sides along Leilani Avenue in Puna were recently installed to focus a drivers’ attention to the curves on the road. 


Traffic calming guidelines developed from research done by the Institute of Transportation Engineers and adapted to fit Hawaii’s geography, provides the basic information on the concept and the approach the County of Hawai‘i has taken to apply traffic calming measures.



