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AlohaLeeward Planning commissioners, 

Mahalo fortakingourtestimony today. Hopefully youandstaffwillunderstand moredeeply
thefrustrations beingexpressed abouttheprocess thatcontinues toleaveinterested members
ofthepublicunwilling todevotemoretimetolearningaplatform that’sbeenbeyondglitchy, 
sometimes notopening depending onthedayand, inmycase, noneofmycomments included
afterI’dtypedthemin. In40yearsofpoliticalengagement inthiscounty, thislasttwohas
beenthemostfrustrating asfarasfeelinguninclusive.  

Housekeeping: inordertowatchthevideofromtoday, onemustsignupforgoogle rather than
accessitthrough thecountywebsitewhichwouldbemoreAkamaiandnotrequiresigningup
toyetanotheremail-generating website.   

Other issues: 

Today’smeetingwascutshortdespite itbeingmeanttocoversuchanimportant topic. Having
toaskommissioners toindividually askstafftofurtherexplain thekonveioplatform rather
thandoitatthemeetingwasamissedopportunity thatcould’vegivencommissioners andthe
generalpublicasharedexperience learning tounderstand itsuse. Thatkindofactivitywould
helpthepublic feelmoreincluded inwhat’sbeenamystifying process. Sendingeveryone off
ontheirowntomaketheirwaythrough theexistingweedshasn’tbeenandisn'thelpfulandis, 
again, oneofthemainreasons thisplanisreceiving suchunfavorable public reaction. Italso
takesstafftimetoanswer thesamequestions overandoverinavacuumoftwo (emailof
phone) insteadofdoingitinagroupsetting — whichisexactly howthisallprocess should’ve
beendonefrom2020whenthisadministration tookthereigns. 

Pleasehearme: I’mnotasking tostarttheprocessover. However, Iamasking, andhave
continued toaskfromthebeginning ofthisprocess, fortheretobecharette-stylemeetings
wherethepublic, asagroup, couldengagetodiscuss theplan, askquestions, andprovide
freshideaswithplanners withoutconstant overlap andconfusion ofhavingtodoiton-the-fly
orinavacuum. Thepublicshould’vebeentaughtandpracticed usingwhatever platform was
goingtobeusedtotakecomments interactively inalarge, publicgroupsetting (akacharette). 
TimeandagainItriedtheplatform, contacted Aprilabout issues, couldn’tseemycomments
onthemaps, etc., etc.. Those interactions mademefeelevenmoreseparate aswellasguilty
fortakingupApril’s timewhichisalready toostretched. 

Nothavinganyguarantee thatthepubliccaninitiateandexpectsubstantive changes totheGP
atcouncil levelisanother reasonforpublic feelingsofdisenfranchisement. We’resittingon
pinsandneedleswaitingtoseeifcouncilman Inaba’sbillpasses. Evenifitdoes, itmaynot
insurethatthepublicwillbeheard. (Andby “beheard”, nooneexpects thateverything they
wanttobeincluded intheplanwillbe; Butwedoexpectsomesubstantive changes where
neededastherearelotsofchanges beingmadebytheadministration.) 

AsItestified, justaddingnewzonestotheGPandLUPAGisabigdeal. It’sanotherperfect
exampleofwhereaninteractive-typepublicmeetingwas/isneeded — notwith3-minute, staid



testimony requirements — sothatpeoplearebrought intothefoldandareonthesamepage
withunderstanding andamodicumofagreement.   

Asfaraseliminating mapping, weknowwhatsideofthedevelopment paradigm MrFukeand
selectprivate landowners herepresents embrace (more, moremoredevelopment andless, less
regulations). Mapsareatoolforthepublictosee, visualize, andlearnwhat’shappening with
ourlands. They’renecessary forbetterclarityandlessfightingatpermitting levelabout
what’smeant intheplan.  

Athispoint, youandtheadministration cankeepallornothingoftheplanasyouchoose
though, asyouindicated, you’renotgoingtotossitout. Thesensethatthisprocess isasfar
alongasitiswithout thepublicfeelingatallcertain thattheirvoiceisbeingincorporated into
theplan — wherecomments madedon’tevenshowupontheinteractive maps — is
demoralizing andmakesthepublic feelthatdisenfranchisement hasbeenpartofthe
administration’sgoalfromDay1. Thisisexacerbated bythemayorcomingoutofthegate
speaking negatively abouttheimportance oftheCDPs. 

Speakingofmayor’scomments...pleaseomit “nimbyism” fromtheplan. Thewordand
concept isdivisiveandmisleading. Ascaptainoftheplanning ship, thatkindof
characterization ofcomitymembers who’vetakenthetimetolearnandspeakupabouthow
theywanttoprotectcommunities andresources onlycreatesmorefeelingsofpublic
disenfranchisement and, infact, anger.  

Andspeakingofbeingfreetosaywhatourpolitical leadershavesaidandwritten...it’sa
breachoffreespeechfortestifiersnottobeabletopointoutwhereourleadersarebeing
wrong-headedorevencorrupt. Alreadybeinglimited3minutes testimony whensomeone like
ChuckFlahertyorthemanspeaking aboutHawaiian Homes concerns —peoplewithreamsof
crucial information toshare — istoughenough, andwasn’talwayscountyprotocol. And
sending itaswritten testimony isn’tthesameashavingitheardinperson. Again, Ifeelthat
lettingthepublichavetheirsayisawaytoshowinclusivity, tocreatebetter relationships and
goodwillbetween government andthePeople, andtogetthingsdoneinthefuturewithout
constant fightingandill-will. 

Willpublictestimony betakenattheNovember 4thmeeting? 

Mahalo foryourvolunteerism andfortakingwhatcouldbealotoftimegetting thehangof
theKonveioplatform. Idont’ feelIhaveenoughhoursorweeksleftinmylifetospendthem
tryingtodecipherglitchy technology (Iactually spentweeks), butIsurehopecommissioners
do.  

Bestregards, 
JanicePalma-glennie
Kailua-kona

Cc: AprilSuprenaut, Council repVillegas


