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Aloha,

Please see attached support testimony for Waikoloa Green LLC PL-SLU-2026-000016 and
PL-REZ-2026-000096.

Best,​

John Pipan
President
Pipan Consulting LLC
Office:(808)333-3391
Cell:(808)430-1441




 
Joyce Ama Lilly 
29-248 Chin Chuck Road 
Hakalau, HI 96710 
 
June 12, 2026 
 
Re: Letter of Support — Waikoloa Green (Change of Zone and Special Use Applications) 
 
Dear Chairman Au and Members of the Leeward Planning Commission, 
 
My name is ̒ Ama Lilly and I am a middle school math teacher at Kanu O Ka ʻĀina Public Charter School in 
Waimea. I need help with affordable housing in Waikoloa. This would really help my family stop struggling. 
I contribute greatly to my community by helping native Hawaiian students improve their math skills in ways 
that develop their native Hawaiian identity through Hawaiian Culture-Based Educational strategies, a key 
element in moving the achievement needle in the right direction for my employer. 
 
My partner and I live on a farm in Hakalau because our rent is reduced in exchange for helping to mow the 
owner’s 11 acres of the farm. It is a burdensome drain on out time to mow in order to afford rent. At this 
time, we do not have a solution for how to afford living in the area we work as the rent amounts are WAY 
too high to afford. 
 
Waikoloa Green offers a real solution. Four hundred attainable rental homes, built within a commuting 
distance to my place of work, designed for the workforce that makes this community run. That is not a 
small thing. That is a meaningful change in the right direction for me and my family of native Hawaiian 
ancestry. This is huge.  
 
I’m especially interested in their idea of family farm lots and food hub that will give local families a path to 
grow food and build a livelihood on land that has sat idle for too long. I have my BA in agriculture and I 
know how to utilize this opportunity for the betterment of my community, my partner’s business, and for 
the health of my family.   
 
I urge the Commission to approve Waikoloa Green. I need affordable housing and I need food security. I 
just need help from good leadership willing to serve our community in ways that make sense. Please vote 
to approve this Change of Zone.  
 
Mahalo for your time and for your service to our community,  
 
 
 
Joyce Lilly 
Teacher, Kanu O Ka ʻĀina Public Charter School 








Robert and Joyce Aton  
The Greens at Waikoloa  
Unit #K202  
Waikoloa, HI 96738 
 
June 14, 2026 
 
Re: Letter of Support — Waikoloa Green (Change of Zone and Special Use Applications) 
 
Dear Chairman Au and Members of the Leeward Planning Commission, 
 
We are Robert and Joyce Aton, condominium owners at the Paniolo Greens at Waikoloa. We 
write this letter to express our strong support for the Waikoloa Green Change of Zone and 
Special Use Application. We urge the Commission to approve it. 
 
We are very concerned about the cost of housing for our grandchildren and great-grandchild. 
We know they struggle with unaffordable rental rates in Waikoloa and Waimea areas, and we 
are doing our best to help them by offering affordable rent to live in our condo for one of our 
grandchildren. We are also very concerned about the rising cost of fuel and energy happening 
currently. 
 
We hope our granddaughter and great granddaughter can benefit from Waikoloa Green’s real 
solution of four hundred attainable rental homes, built within a commuting distance to their 
place of work and school. That is not a small thing, it is a perfect solution for solving their 
struggle. We are thankful for the leadership of Waikoloa Green to come up with ways for the 
community of Waikoloa and Waimea community work force to thrive. 
 
We are also intrigued by Waikoloa Green’s idea of family farm lots and food hub that will give 
local families a path to grow food and build a livelihood on land that has sat idle for too long. 
We know our grandchildren are willing to work to make this opportunity work for them. They 
are not afraid to work the land.   
 
We urge the Commission to approve Waikoloa Green’s application and needed zone change. 
 
Mahalo for your time and for your service to our community. 
 
With Aloha, 
 
       
 
Joyce and Robert Aton 
Waikoloa Community Condominium Owners  
243 Kilea Place 
Wahiawa, HI 96786 








 
Augustin Kealii Lilly 
29-3781 Kanna Road 
Hakalau, HI 96710 
 
June 14, 2026 
 
Re: Letter of Support — Waikoloa Green (Change of Zone and Special Use Applications) 
 
Dear Chairman Au and Members of the Leeward Planning Commission, 
 
My name is Kealiʻi Lilly and I am a Section 8 voucher holder looking for affordable housing in Waikoloa. This 
would really help me be closer to my son who lives in the Village there. 
 
At this time, I truly do not have a solution for how to afford living in the area my son lives as the rent 
amounts are WAY too high for me to afford. 
 
Waikoloa Green offers a real solution. Four hundred attainable rental homes.  I’m especially interested in 
their idea of family farm lots and food hub that will give me a path to grow food and build a livelihood on 
land that has sat idle for too long. I used to teach at Hawaii Community College and ran the Hawaiian 
Lifestyles garden there on campus for over 10 years.  I know how to utilize this Waikoloa Green opportunity 
for the betterment of my community, and for myself and my family.    
 
I urge the Commission to approve Waikoloa Green. I need affordable housing and I need food security. I 
just need help from good leadership willing to serve our community in ways that make sense. Please vote 
to approve this Change of Zone.  
 
Mahalo for your time and for your service to our community,  
 
 








 
Nāpahu Lilly  
68-1745 WAIKOLOA RD APT K202 
MAIL BOX 21 
WAIKOLOA, HI 96738-5537 
 
June 14, 2026 
 
Re: Letter of Support — Waikoloa Green (Change of Zone and Special Use Applications) 
 
Dear Chairman Au and Members of the Leeward Planning Commission, 
 
My name is Nāpahu Lilly, and I am a resident of Waikoloa. I am happy to express my strong support for the 
Waikoloa Green project, and to ask the Commission to consider approving it. 
 
I have lived in South Kohala for almost 6 years. When I first moved to Waikoloa, it was because I got a security 
officer job at Mauna Lani. Prior to that, I was living in my childhood home in Hilo on the Waiakea side of town. 
Because of the long daily commute from Hilo, I slept in my truck in the Mauna Lani employee parking lot for 
the duration of the 5-day work week of my first year of employment there.  
 
It was so rough. Rainy season especially. Even in good weather, I would often need to strategize finding a spot 
to feel safe and able to rest without bright lights shining in my eyes as I tried to sleep. I was thankful for the 
locker rooms and cafeteria lunches provided by the hotel, but with regard to the extended days of the work 
week; I decided to chalk all that struggle up to building character. I eventually improved my career with the 
State of Hawaii hiring me to be a Conservation Resource Officer with DLNR Kona office. I now live in my 
grandparents’ condo in the Village, where I pay reduced rent to them.  
 
They are very aged (both are 84 years old) and I do not have a solution for how to afford living in the area I 
work as the rent amounts are too high to afford. This is a major source of worry for me as I need to keep my 
housing in order to maintain a strong reputation for reliability at work in my new career. 
 
Waikoloa Green offers a real solution. Four hundred attainable rental homes, built within a commuting 
distance to my place of work, designed for the workforce that makes this community run. That is not a small 
thing. That is a meaningful change in the right direction. 
  
I’m especially interested in their idea of family farm lots and food hub that will give local families a path to 
grow food and build a livelihood on land that has sat idle for too long.  
 
I urge the Commission to approve Waikoloa Green. I need affordable housing and I need food security. 
 
Mahalo for your time and for your service to our community,  
 
Douglas Nāpahu Lilly 
 
 
 
Resident and Community First Responder for the Waikoloa Community 
 








Samson Kamekona Lyau 
29-248 Chin Chuck Road 
Hakalau, HI 96710 
 
June 12, 2026 
 
Re: Letter of Support — Waikoloa Green (Change of Zone and Special Use Applications) 
 
Dear Chairman Au and Members of the Leeward Planning Commission, 
 
My name is Kona Lyau and I am the Poke Chef for Pono Hawaiian Style Deli in Waikoloa Village. I want to 
express my strong support for the Waikoloa Green project, and to ask the Commission to approve it. 
 
Up until last year, I used to live with my father in Waimea when I worked at the resorts as a prep cook 
and beach attendant. However, I recently moved my job to working in the Village, and had to relocate my 
residence to Hamakua Coast and my god the commute is BRUTAL. Fuel costs are completely 
unsustainable for my family and I.  
 
We are living day by day and it should not be this way. Especially when Pono Hawaiian Style Deli ranks in 
the top 10 poke businesses of Hawaii Island. I should be doing way better than I am but living in a place I 
can afford is the reason for my lack of thrivability due to the long and dangerous daily commute my 
family and I have to make. 
 
I chose to live on a farm in Hakalau because my rent is reduced in exchange for helping to mow the 
owner’s 11 acres of the farm. It is a burdensome drain on my time to mow in order to afford rent. At this 
time, I do not have a solution for how to afford living in the area I work as the rent amounts are too high 
to afford. 
 
Waikoloa Green offers a real solution. Four hundred attainable rental homes, built within a commuting 
distance to my place of work, designed for the workforce that makes this community run. That is not a 
small thing. That is a meaningful change in the right direction for me and my family of native Hawaiian 
ancestry. This is huge.  
 
I’m especially interested in their idea of family farm lots and food hub that will give local families a path 
to grow food and build a livelihood on land that has sat idle for too long. My fiance has here BA in 
agriculture and she could make things happen with this opportunity, I know she can.  
 
I urge the Commission to approve Waikoloa Green. I need affordable housing and I need food security. I 
can also grow food for my business ideas as a chef. Chili pepper water cannot stay on the shelves at 
Pono’s.  
 
Mahalo for your time and for your service to our community,  


Samson Kamekona Lyau 
Poke Chef, Pono Hawaiian Style Deli, Waikoloa Village 







 
Joyce Ama Lilly 
29-248 Chin Chuck Road 
Hakalau, HI 96710 
 
June 12, 2026 
 
Re: Letter of Support — Waikoloa Green (Change of Zone and Special Use Applications) 
 
Dear Chairman Au and Members of the Leeward Planning Commission, 
 
My name is ̒ Ama Lilly and I am a middle school math teacher at Kanu O Ka ʻĀina Public Charter School in 
Waimea. I need help with affordable housing in Waikoloa. This would really help my family stop struggling. 
I contribute greatly to my community by helping native Hawaiian students improve their math skills in ways 
that develop their native Hawaiian identity through Hawaiian Culture-Based Educational strategies, a key 
element in moving the achievement needle in the right direction for my employer. 
 
My partner and I live on a farm in Hakalau because our rent is reduced in exchange for helping to mow the 
owner’s 11 acres of the farm. It is a burdensome drain on out time to mow in order to afford rent. At this 
time, we do not have a solution for how to afford living in the area we work as the rent amounts are WAY 
too high to afford. 
 
Waikoloa Green offers a real solution. Four hundred attainable rental homes, built within a commuting 
distance to my place of work, designed for the workforce that makes this community run. That is not a 
small thing. That is a meaningful change in the right direction for me and my family of native Hawaiian 
ancestry. This is huge.  
 
I’m especially interested in their idea of family farm lots and food hub that will give local families a path to 
grow food and build a livelihood on land that has sat idle for too long. I have my BA in agriculture and I 
know how to utilize this opportunity for the betterment of my community, my partner’s business, and for 
the health of my family.   
 
I urge the Commission to approve Waikoloa Green. I need affordable housing and I need food security. I 
just need help from good leadership willing to serve our community in ways that make sense. Please vote 
to approve this Change of Zone.  
 
Mahalo for your time and for your service to our community,  
 
 
 
Joyce Lilly 
Teacher, Kanu O Ka ʻĀina Public Charter School 
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