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Department of Public Works, Building Division  
Weekdays 7:45 AM to 4:30 in Hilo and Kona for counter assistance on plan review consultation, code inquiries,                 
plans and other document submittals:    

Apply and pay online for permits at Papaaukahi  

HILO: 

Aupuni Center, 101 Pauahi Street, Suite 7, Hilo, Hawai‘i 96720, (808) 961-8331, Fax (808) 961-8410 
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West Hawai‘i Civic Center, 74-5044 Ane Keohokālole Highway, Bldg E, 1st Floor, Kailua, Hawai‘i 96740,                   
(808) 323-4720, Fax (808) 327-3509   
 Counter assistance for permit applications: Weekdays 7:45 AM- 3:30 PM & Thursday 7:45 AM to noon. 
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PURPOSE: 
These guidelines are to assist permit applicants with determining when building, electrical or plumbing permits 
are required for work on single family and two-family detached residential dwelling (R-3 Occupancy) and 
accessory structures (U Occupancy) and how to apply for permits.  Included is information on documents 
required to complete a permit application, permit fees, inspection requirements, permit expirations and permit 
transfers.  

COUNTY CODES: 
The following Hawai‘i County Codes pertain to work on single family and two-family detached residential 
dwellings and accessory structures: 

1. Chapter 3--Sign
2. Chapter 5--Building
3. Chapter 9--Electrical
4. Chapter 10--Erosion and Sediment Control
5. Chapter 14--General Welfare, Article 9 - Outdoor Lighting
6. Chapter 17--Plumbing
7. Chapter 21--Sewers
8. Chapter 22--County Streets
9. Chapter 25--Zoning
10. Chapter 27--Floodplain Management

REVIEWING AGENCIES FOR RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

1. Building Division, Department of Public Works,  961-8331/323-4720.
These permits, forms, worksheets and guidelines are also available at Building division. 
• Building Permit Worksheet;
• Electrical Permit Application;
• Plumbing Permit Application;
• Residential Building Permit Guidelines Checklist;
• Residential Plan Review Guidelines;
• Guidelines for Permitting a Residential Single Story Roof Mounded Solar Photovoltaic Systems;
• 2006 Residential Energy Code Certificate for homes heated or air conditioned;
• State Historic Property Requirements – for properties and structures over 50 years old;
• Solar water heater or energy saving devices.

2. Engineering Division, Department of Public Works (808) 961-8327/(808) 323-4850
This division reviews proposed improvements within the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
(FEMA) designated floodplains; work within the County right-of-way, grading and or grubbing and 
drainage improvements.   

a. Floodplains:  If the proposed improvements are within a Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) floodplain, specific certification and building standards apply (refer to the Hawai‘i County

http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/pw-online-requests-permit-app/
http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/lb-countycode/#countycode
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Code Chapter 27 – Floodplain Management).  Request a Flood Zone Determination for an official 
determination from Public Works or, refer to the DLNR for an unofficial look 

b. Driveways:  A permit is required for driveways constructed within the County Right-of-Way (refer to 
the Hawai‘i County Code Chapter 22 – County Streets).   

c. Grading & Grubbing:  A grading and/or grubbing permit is required (refer to the Hawai‘i County Code 
Chapter 10) if it fits this criteria: 

a. For excavation or filling one hundred cubic yards of material on any site, and five feet in vertical 
height at its highest point.  A permit is required for grubbing a total area of one acre.   

d. Drainage:  No additional rainfall runoff generated by the proposed improvements shall be disposed on to 
County roadways or adjacent properties.  All drainage improvements shall conform to Hawai‘i County 
Code Chapter 27, Floodplain Management.  

3. County of Hawai‘i Planning Department Hilo (808) 961-8288/Kona (808) 323-4770, Hawai‘i County 
Chapter 25  pertaining to Zoning regulates and restricts; the height, size of buildings, and other structures; 
the percentage of a building site that may be occupied; off-street parking; property setbacks; size of lawns; 
courts; and other open spaces; the density of population, the location and use of the buildings, structures, 
and land for trade, industry, residence, or other purposes.  If a portion of the parcel is located in the Special 
Management Area (SMA), the property owner is required to obtain a Planning Department review and 
approval prior to applying for a Building permit. 

a. An Additional Farm Dwelling Agreement (AFDA) or, ‘Ohana dwelling approval may be 
required by the Planning Department prior to receiving approval of a building permit for a 
second dwelling. 

b. Building permits will not be approved on properties which have any pending land use 
applications (subdivision, SMA, Special/Use Permit, REZ, ‘Ohana, or Additional Farm Dwelling 
Agreement (AFDA), etc.). 

c. Please disclose if there is an open or pending building permit application for any structures or 
dwellings. 

d. A bar sink, certain building configurations (particularly rooms with external access only), or 
proposed detached accessory structures may require a Single-Family Dwelling Notice.   

e. Site plans for Condominum Property Regime (CPR) units need to depict the entire TMK 
parcel/lot boundary lines, inclusive of all existing structures. 

f. If the proposed structure is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
(DHHL), please provide their approval letter. 

g. Please make sure that Site Plan:  1)  Is consistent with the TMK and final subdivision maps;   2)  
Shows the entire TMK parcel; 3)  Shows all easements (drainage, utilities, roadway);  4) Drawn 
to scale showing the north arrow; 5)  All existing and proposed structures are shown and 
identified;  6) Abutting street(s) shown;   7) Public access easements; 8)  And all setbacks 
identified and shown. 

h. Although there are situations where a building permit may not be required, minimum setback 
requirements may still apply.   Please contact the Planning Department for applicable setback 
requirements. 

http://records.co.hawaii.hi.us/Weblink8/Browse.aspx?dbid=1&startid=58075
http://gis.hawaiinfip.org/fhat/
http://www.cohplanningdept.com/resources-and-references/
http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/lb-countycode/#countycode
http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/lb-countycode/#countycode
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Planning Department forms are available on “Planning Dept Forms”.  For parcels located within the State 
Land Use Conservation district, additional approvals such as Conservation District Use Permit (CDUP) 
need to be obtained from the State Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

4. County of Hawai‘i Department of Environmental Management Solid Waste Division                                                                           

Hilo  (808) 961-8083/Kona (808) 323-4411  Alterations, demolition, or renovations that will result in materials 
for disposal should contact the office for assistance. Forms and examples are online.   
 
5. State of Hawai‘i Department of Health: Dwellings without a County sewer are required to provide an 
Individual Wastewater System designed by a civil engineer who is licensed by the State of Hawai‘i. (Owners 
are not permitted to design or install individual wastewater systems unless they satisfy the requirements under 
the Hawai‘i Department of Health Administrative Rules, Chapter 11.62.)  
 

Please make sure your application meets the following requirements for processing: 
 

a. All new wastewater systems must be designed by a civil engineer who is licensed by the State of 
Hawai‘i. 

b. Plans for new or modified wastewater systems should be submitted to the State of Hawai‘i 
Department of Health for approval with an application fee of $100 prior to applying for a building 
permit to expedite processing. 

c. Work on new and modified wastewater systems must be completed by a plumbing contractor who 
is licensed by the State of Hawai‘i. 

d. All new and modified systems must be inspected by the design engineer and approved for use by 
the Department of Health upon completion of work . Failure to complete this step will delay 
building permit applications. Wastewater Branch, Environmental Management division, 
Department of Health, (808)322-1963.  Individual wastewater system (i.e., cesspool, septic tank, 
other).  

Cesspools are permitted in some, but not all, areas of Hawai‘i Island. Confer with your engineer or 
the Department of Health Wastewater Branch to determine which wastewater systems are allowed 
for your parcel.  A cesspool may serve a single residence up to five bedrooms. Any cesspool 
serving more than one residence violates federal law and is subject EPA fines . New cesspools are 
not permitted to discharge to (i.e. Connect to) lava tubes, caves, or ground water. Additionally, 
under normal circumstances, an existing cesspool may not be reused if the residence it served is 
replaced. 
For more information visit the Department of Health Wastewater Branch website: or call 933-0401. 

6. Wastewater Division, Department of Environmental Management, County (808) 961-8338, Properties 
adjacent to the County wastewater collection system require a sewer connection installation as part of 
the building permit. 

http://cohplanningdept.com/
http://www.hawaiizerowaste.org/info/notices-laws-pubs/solid-waste/%23.UeWrVY2sjva
http://hawaii.gov/wastewater/pdf/rrp.pdf:
http://hawaii.gov/wastewater/index.html
http://records.co.hawaii.hi.us/Weblink8/1/doc/61905/Page1.aspx
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OTHER REVIEWING AGENCIES: 

1. Highway Division, State Department of Transportation, (808) 933-8866. Permits to work with the state 
right-of-way; to connect a driveway or street to the State highway. 

 
2. Historic Preservation Division, State Department of Land and Natural Resources, (808) 327-3690:  State 
Historic Preservation Program – for historic features and structures over 50 years old, grading permit approval is required. 

3. State of Hawai‘i Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism (DBEDT) –                        
Solar Water Heater drawing requirements: 

a. The solar water heater is identified on the floor plan. 
b. Panels on the roof are drawn on the elevation drawings. 
c. Panels on the ground are indicated on the site plan  Complete drawings are required for a structure. 
d. If both water tank and panels are to be placed on the roof, elevation drawings shall show the 

location. Structural support details are required. Plans for tank on the roof require an Architect or 
Structural Engineer’s approval. 

If a variance from DBEDT was obtained, please remit a copy of the approval with your submittal. If a variance 
petition is pending approval add “Pending approval of solar water heater variance from DBEDT”.                                                                                                      

http://energy.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/FAQs-SWH-Variance-4_15_2013.pdf
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BUILDING PERMITS ARE REQUIRED: 

1. Erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, convert, move, or demolish any building or structure. 
2. Install or entirely replace energy saving devices such as a solar water heater and photovoltaic (PV) system 

or relocate panels from the roof to the ground or vice versa. 
3. Water tanks or catchment systems for potable household use regardless of height or size;  
4. Retaining wall (concrete, CMU, rock, or other) 4-feet or higher. 
5. “As-Built” structures, constructed without permits, will require companion applications from Hawai‘i 

state licensed electrical and plumbing contractors. Note that where electrical wiring is over 200 amps or 
concealed an electrical engineered drawing may also be required. 

6. To change the use and occupancy classification of a structure i.e., from Group R-3 Residential Single 
Family Dwelling to Group ”B” Real Estate Sales and Management .  

BUILDING PERMITS ARE NOT REQUIRED: 
1. Temporary structure used for construction of a permitted structure, temporary buildings, platforms and 

fences used during construction, or for props for films, television or live plays and performances; 
2. Re-roofing work with like material and installation of siding to existing exterior walls which will not 

affect structural components of the roof or walls for only a R-3 dwelling; 
3. Temporary tents or other coverings for private family parties or, camping on approved campgrounds.   
4. Television and radio equipment (i.e., antennas, dishes) accessory to R-3 Occupancies.  Supports or towers 

for television and radio equipment 6-feet or less in height.   
5. Awnings projecting up to 4-feet and attached to the exterior walls of buildings of Group R-3 and U 

Occupancies that do not violate the provisions for “yards” in Chapter 25 -Zoning Code. 
6. Wallpaper or, wall covering installations, exempt per section 801.1, Interior Finishes, Chapter 8, IBC 

2006 Edition; IRC Section 315.1, Exceptions. 
7. Repairs which involve only replacement of component parts of existing work with similar materials for 

the purpose of maintenance, and which do not aggregate over $4,000.00 in valuation in any 12-month 
period, and does not affect any electrical or mechanical installations.  

8. Paint, decorations and install the floor covering. 
9. Cabinet work for R-3 Occupancy and individual units of R-1 not regulated under section 3.10.3.13 

Cooking Unit Clearances. Cooking Unit Clearances of Chapter 5 Building Code.  Wall mounted shelving 
not affecting fire resistance or structural members of wall in regard to clearances to cabinets and range 
clearance to combustible. 

10. Swimming pools for one, and two-family dwelling units less than 2-feet deep. 
11. Fences 6' or less in height. 
12. Detached structures for animal shelters, storage sheds, towers, and similar uses, not more than 6-feet in 

height. 
13. One-story detached accessory structures used as a tool and storage shed, playhouses, and similar uses. 

Provided the floor area does not exceed a) 120 sq feet (11 m2) in residential zones; and b) 600 square feet 
of floor area in agricultural zones with an existing permitted structure on the property.  The structure 
cannot be located within the building setback required by Chapter 25 – Zoning Code.  Plumbing and 
electrical services are not allowed for accessory structures that do not have a building permit. 
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14. Detached decks or platforms less than 30-inches in height above grade.  The structure cannot be located 
within the building setback as required by the Chapter 25 – Zoning Code. 

15. Playground equipment;  
16. Replacement of solar water components (i.e., panels, tanks) in the same location and of the same type.  

However, plumbing and electrical permits are required.  
17. Wells and Reservoirs – HRS Chapter 178.  Website: http://portal.ehawaii.gov/ 
18. Water tanks or catchment systems 5,000 gallons or less in size with a height to width ratio of not more 

than 2:1, to be used strictly for non-potable/non-household purposes such as agriculture, livestock, 
irrigation, and are independent of the potable/household system. 

19. Although a building permit may not be required for some of the structures and their uses, the zoning code 
does not allow structures to protrude into required setbacks in yards/lawns except for permitted 
projections.  Contact the Planning Department to verify setback requires for items 3,13,14, & 19 when a 
building permit is not required. 

BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION: 
1. Applicants must submit a completed building permit Worksheet along with construction plans and 

documents.  Applicants may apply and pay online for a building permit at Papaaukahi or apply in person 
in Hilo or Kona or download a Building Permit Worksheet.  Counter service hours for permit application 
assistance are listed on the front page.   
a.   Scope of Work:  Check scope of work (one or more) applicable to the application. 
b. Site location is in respect to wind borne debris region determined by geographic location.  
c. Description of Work indicates the number of stories, type of construction, and uses of spaces i.e. 2-

Bedroom, 2-Bathroom, Living, Dining, Kitchen, etc., and any non-living accessory spaces (non-
living areas) i.e., Storage, Lanai, Carport or Garage, Water Tank, Swimming Pool, etc.)   

d. The owner-builder permit application allows the owner to act as a general contractor without 
possessing the required license. The owner-builder supervises construction, and hires sub-contractors 
licensed by the State of Hawai‘i.  The building is constructed for personal use and may not be sold or 
leased within one year after construction is completed.  Risks and responsibilities of being an owner-
builder is available by contacting the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs. at See 
brochure “Know the risks and responsibilities of being an owner-builder.” 

2. Single-family and two-family detached residential dwelling (R-3 Occupancy) and accessory structures (U 
Occupancy) must comply with the 2006 International Residential Code as amended and 2006 International 
Energy Conservation Code. 

3. Plans and specifications must be prepared and stamped by a State of Hawai‘i licensed professional 
architect or structural engineer when:  
a. A single-story structure and more than 600 square feet of floor area for R-3 Occupancy; 
b. A single or two-story structure of mixed occupancies of R-3 and U Occupancies with more than 

1,200 square feet of total floor areas. 
c. A structure of R-3 or U Occupancies that are three or more stories in height; 
d. Structures located in a FEMA designated flood zone; 
e. Structural members of concrete, masonry or steel; 

http://papaaukahi.hawaiicounty.gov/
http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/pw-online-requests-permit-app/
http://media3.hawaii.gov/media/dags/web/windmaps/hawaii-county-wind-maps.pdf
http://www.hawaii.gov/dcca/rico
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f. Retaining walls over 4-feet in height; 
g. All plans for post and pier type construction with/without perimeter foundation walls of R-3 

Occupancies; 
h. All U Occupancies greater than 600 square feet; 
i. Wood trusses of more than 24’-0” length.  Pre-engineered and metal trusses;
j. The building official may require plans, computations, and specifications prepared and stamped by a 

professional architect or structural engineer when prescriptive requirements of the building code are 
not applied (i.e., single wall construction); 

4. Privately owned or privately controlled one-story dwelling or accessory structure of value not exceeding 
$40,000 and a two-story dwelling or accessory structure of value not exceeding $35,000 do not require 
plans prepared by a State of Hawai‘i licensed architect or engineer.  However; this exception does not 
apply to a dwelling or accessory structure which the principal structural members consist of reinforced 
concrete or structural steel having riveted, bolted, or welded connections. 

5. Submit two (2) complete sets of plans.  One original, and a photocopy:  
• Drawn to scale in ink with dimensions on a 11” x 17” or larger paper; 
• Indicate the nature and extent of the proposed work clearly distinguished from existing work.  
• Plans can be a blueprint. 

6. Plans must include:  
• Design Loads (floor live load, roof live load, basic wind speed, effective wind speed, wind exposure 

category, and seismic design category); 
• A plot plan of the property;  
• A foundation plan (layout and dimensions); 
• A roof plan; 
• Floor plans for each level; 
• A framing plan; 
• Building and wall sections; 
• Door & window schedules indicating size and type; 
• Exterior elevation plans and, 
• Interior elevation plans; not normally necessary. 

Available for your use is the Residential Building Permit Checklist & Building Plan Review Guidelines. 
7. A building permit application number is generated when the minimum requirements are met.  A copy of 

the application and a number is provided for the applicant’s reference. 
8. Permit applications accepted at the Hilo and Kona office are reviewed by approving agencies. Individuals 

do not route their applications.  Additional information and plan revision(s) may be required to address 
specific agency requirements, codes, ordinances and regulations.   

9. On final approval, fees assessed, a building permit number generated and a building permit placard issued 
to the applicant.  Section 5-31.  Permit fees. 

ELECTRICAL PERMITS REQUIRED:  
1. An electrical permit is required for any electrical work with the following exceptions: 

http://records.co.hawaii.hi.us/WebLink8/1/doc/66514/Electronic.aspx
http://records.co.hawaii.hi.us/Weblink8/DocView.aspx?dbid=1&id=66412
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a. Installation of any portable motor or appliance energized by means of a cord or cable having an 
attachment plug, provided the cord or cable is permitted by Chapter 5 - Electricity. 

b. Repair of any fixed motor, water heater, air conditioning controls or other appliance, or replacement 
with another having the same horsepower rating and situated at the same location. 

c. Replacing receptacles and switches. 
d. Maintenance work by a licensed electrician per Chapter 448E, Hawai‘i Revised Statues. 
e. Emergency electrical work performed by an individual to whom a permit will be issued for the work 

completed and/or is ongoing. 
f. Provision of the foregoing exceptions shall not apply to any repairs or replacement of electrical 

devices, apparatus, or appliances originally installed without a permit or when energized by or a part 
of any hazardous or illegal wiring system. 

2. For single-family dwellings, plans and specifications prepared by a professional electrical engineer 
registered in the State of Hawai‘i is not typically required provided: 
a. The installation must not be located in a rain water, sea water or a flood zone; and 
b. Service size disconnect does not exceed 200 amperes. Exception, as-built electrical work concealed 

without an inspection may require drawings prepared, stamped and signed by an electrical engineer 
licensed in the State of Hawai‘i. 

PLUMBING PERMITS REQUIRED: 
1. Plumbing permit is required for any installation, removal, alteration, repair or replacement any plumbing, 

gas or drainage piping work or any fixture or water heating or treating equipment with following 
exceptions:  
a. Any repair work involving stopping of leaks in drain, soil, waste or vent piping provided that said 

piping be or become defective and necessary to replace the same with new in any part where a 
permit and inspection are required. 

b. Clearing stoppages or the repairing leaks in pipes, valves, or fixtures when such repairs do not 
involve replacement, rearrangement of pipes, valves, or fixtures. 

c. Replacing or repairing disposals, faucets and fixtures, including sinks and water closets when 
replacement or repair does not involve the replacement or rearrangement of pipes or valves. 

2. For single-family and two-family dwellings, plans and specifications prepared by a professional architect 
or mechanical engineer registered in the State of Hawai‘i is not typically required 

ELECTRICAL AND PLUMBING PERMIT APPLICATION: 
1. Electrical and plumbing permit applications are submitted by the State of Hawai‘i licensed electrical and  

plumbing contractors and may be submitted with or separately from the building permit application.  
2. Electrical section 9-40.  Fee schedule and plumbing permit fee schedule section17-28. 

POSTING OF PERMIT PLACARD: 
Work requiring a permit cannot begin until the required building, electrical and/or plumbing permit placards are 
posted at the work site.  Permit placards must be in a conspicuous place, readily visible for identification.   
Failure to post the permit placard may be subject to a $25 fine. 
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INSPECTIONS: 
When any work required by the permit is ready for inspection, the authority having jurisdiction must be notified 
by the permit holder in writing, by e-mail, fax or phone that the same is ready for inspection.  The notice 
(request for inspection) must be submitted not less than 48 hours and not more than 72 hours before any such 
inspection is desired 

BUILDING INSPECTIONS REQUIRED: 
1. Footing and foundation inspections occur after excavations for footings are complete and any required 

reinforcing steel is placed.  For concrete foundations, any required forms must be in place prior to 
inspection.  Materials for the foundation must be on site, except where concrete is ordered and ready-mixed.   

2. Concrete slab and under-floor inspections must be made after in-slab or under-floor reinforcing steel and 
building service equipment, conduit, piping accessories and other ancillary equipment are in place, but 
before concrete is placed or floor sheathing installed, including the subfloor. 

3. Framing inspections must be made after the roof deck or sheathing, all framing, fire blocking and bracing 
are in place and pipes, chimneys and vents to be concealed are complete and the rough electrical, plumbing, 
heating wires, pipes and ducts are approved. 

4. Lathing inspections, to be made after all lathing and gypsum board, interior and exterior, in construction 
required to be fire-resistive is in place but before any plastering is applied or before gypsum board joints and 
fasteners are taped and finished. 

5. Final inspection must be made after all work required by the building permit is complete. 

ELECTRICAL INSPECTIONS:  
1. All electrical wiring or equipment must be inspected before being concealed, energized, or used.  All 

fixtures, appliances, devices, or equipment must not be connected until the rough electrical wiring, 
including conductors, are inspected. 

2. Final inspection must be made after all work required by the electrical permit is complete. 

PLUMBING INSPECTIONS: 
1. All plumbing, gas and drainage systems must be inspected before being concealed.   
2. Final inspection must be made after all work required by the plumbing permit is complete. 

 EXPIRATION OF PERMITS: 
Upon expiration of a permit, all construction work must cease and must not recommence until a new permit is 
obtained. 
1. Building permits under construction by general contractors expire after: (i) three years from the date of 

issuance, or (ii) 180 days from date of issuance if construction is not commenced by such date, or (iii) if 
construction is abandoned or suspended for a period of 180 days after the work is commenced.  Building 
permit extension beyond the 3 year or 180 day period must be requested in writing and is subject to 
review/approval. 

2. Building permits under construction by owner-builders expire after: (i) five years from the date of 
issuance. If construction is abandoned or suspended any time after the work has commenced, the owner-
builder upon written request and approval may have the building permit suspended until ready to re-
commence. 
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3. Electrical permits expire if construction is abandoned or suspended for a period of 120 days.  However, an 

electrical permit issued for work on construction having a valid building permit will expire only when 
such building permit expires.  

4. Plumbing permits expire if construction is not commenced within 120 days from the date of issuance, or if 
construction is abandoned or suspended for a period of 120 days after the work is commenced.  However, 
a plumbing permit issued for work on construction having a valid building permit will expire only when 
such building permit expires. 

PERMIT TRANSFERS: 
For building permits, if there is a change in the designation of any contractor for any phase of work subsequent 
to the issuance of a permit, the permit holder must submit a letter addressed to the Building Division requesting 
approval to transfer permit from contractor to another contractor, from contractor to owner as the owner-builder 
or, for owner to owner as the owner builder and include a non-refundable payment of $25 addressed to the 
County Director of Finance.  Building permit transfers are allowed from owner to owner as the owner-builder 
and from owner-builder to the contractor only if the transfers are requested prior to framing inspection. 
 
Building permit transfer requests must include tax map key for the property, proof of ownership, building 
permit number(s), contact information, license numbers of the current and new contractor, and signature of the 
new contractor in the letter addressed to the Building Division.  By signing the letter, the individual accepts 
responsibility in the Hawai‘i Revised Statues Chapter 444.   Electronic mail or copies are unacceptable.  
 
Electrical and plumbing permits are not transferable to another licensed contractor by the Hawai‘i County Code. 
Chapter 9 - Electricity and Chapter 17 – Plumbing. 
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BUILDING PERMIT FEES 
Section 5-31.  Permit fees. 
The building permit fees for dwellings (R-3) and accessory (U) occupancies are $20.00 per 100 square feet of 
R-3 floor area or fraction thereof, and $10.00 per 100 square feet of U floor area or a fraction thereof.          
Table 1-A below applies for all other building work (i.e., alterations, repairs, move, demolition, water tanks, 
pools, solar systems, retaining walls, etc.).  When work for which a building permit is required has commenced 
without first obtaining said permit, the fees specified are doubled.   

 
TABLE 1-A BUILDING PERMIT FEES 

 
TOTAL VALUATION FEE 
Up to $500 $10 

 
More than $501, to & including $2,000 $10 for first $500 plus $1.50 for each additional $100 or 

fraction thereof 
 

More than $2,001 to & including $25,000 $32.50 for first $2,000 plus $7.50 for each additional 
$1,000 or fraction thereof 
 

More than $25,001, to & including $50,000 $205 for first $25,000 plus $6 for each additional 
$1,000 or fraction thereof 

 
More than $50,000 $355 for first $50,000 plus $3 for each additional 

$1,000 or fraction thereof 
 

 

ELECTRICAL PERMIT FEES Section 9-40. Fee schedule. 
 

 

(a) Issuing Permits. 
A fee shall be paid for issuing each permit in addition to all other charges specified herein 

$5 each 

(b) Service Installations. 
For the required size of service equipment on single phase construction (including meter loop) not 
over 100 amperes. 

$8 

Over 100 but not over 200 amperes. $10 
Not over 100 amperes $10 
Over 100 but not over 200 amperes. $12 
(c) Feeder Circuits 

For required size of feeder equipment. Not over 100 amperes. 
$6 

Over 100 but not over 200 amperes. $8 
Each circuit for general light and convenience outlets $4 
Control wiring air conditioning and refrigeration for each compressor unit. $6 
Fire and burglar alarm system. $30 

http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/lb-file-review/files/county-code/chapter05.pdf
http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/lb-file-review/files/county-code/chapter09.pdf
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ELECTRICAL PERMIT FEES  ( continued)          
 

For any other type of circuits and outlets. $12 
(e) Wiring circuits in or about a single-family dwelling.  Each circuit of the first five circuits for 

general lighting, and convenience outlets. 
$6 

Each additional circuit for such outlets. $4 
Fire and burglar alarm system. $6 
For any other type of circuits and outlets $4 
(f) Cooking Appliances. Single- and multiple–family dwellings and apartments: Each electric 

range circuit. 
$6 

Each built-in countertop range circuit. $6 
Each built-in oven circuit. NOTE: For the purpose of this code, “range” shall mean a completely 
self-contained, freestanding, cooking unit, containing top cooking units and ovens, which is 
connected to one outlet; a “built-in countertop range” shall mean an assembly of cooling units which 
is installed in a counter and connected to an outlet separately from an oven; a “built-in oven” shall 
mean an oven for the preparation of food in a residence and which is connected to a separate outlet. 
Each oven and each countertop cooking unit assembly shall be served by separate branch circuits.  

$6 

(g) Heaters. 
(1) Single- and Multiple-Family Dwellings and Apartments. For each water heater circuit 

 
$6 

For each air heater circuit, capacity up to 1,650 watts. $4 
For each air heater circuit, capacity 1,650 watts or more. $6 
(i) Laundry Dryer Circuit. 

(1) Single- and Multiple-Family Dwellings and Apartments. For each circuit 
 
$6 

For each separate motor fixed:  Not over 1/3 HP $4 
Over 1/3 HP but not over 1 HP $6 

Over 1 HP but not over 3 HP 
 
$8 

Over 3 HP but not over 8 HP $10 
Over 8 HP but not over 15 HP $12 
Over 15 HP but not over 50 HP $14 
Over 50 HP but not over 100 HP $16 
Over 100 HP $40 

(q) Generators, Capacitors, Reactors, Transformers Fixed, and all other alternate energy power 
sources. For the purpose of this subsection 1 kWh is equivalent to 1 kva.  Not more than 5 kW 

$10 

Over 5 kW but not over 15 kW $24 
Over 15 kW $40 
Miscellaneous 
Each electric welder outlet 

 
$10 

Each transfer switch (double throw) $20 
For conduit and raceway installation, a fee shall be charged for each two hundred lineal feet of 
conduit and raceway or any fraction thereof.  Fees are to be charged only when circuit wiring is 
excluded. 

$6. 



15 Residential Building Permit Guidelines 
 
 

ELECTRICAL PERMIT FEES  ( continued)          
 

Repairs, Alterations Additions. 
Permit fees for additions to or alterations of existing work shall be the same for new work. Permit 
fees for repair or for work for which a permit is required but for which no fee is herein provided, 
shall be  

$5. 

Section 9-41.   Additional fee for work begun without permits. 
Where work for which an electrical permit is required is started prior to obtaining said permit, the 
fee assessed plus the fees specified by section 9-40, or the fees specified by section 9-40 is doubled, 
whichever is greater. 

$100 

 

 

PLUMBING PERMIT FEES 

  
Section 17-28. Permit fees. 
(a) Schedule of Fees 

(1) Permit Application fee 

 
$10 

(2) In addition: 
For each plumbing fixture or trap (including drainage and vent piping) 

 
$4 

For installation, alteration, or repair of each building sewer, building drain, or vent piping  
$20 

For vacuum breakers or backflow protective devices installed subsequent to the installation of the 
piping or equipment served 

 
$12 

For each lawn sprinkler system on any one valve including backflow protection devices thereof  
$12 

For each electric water heater, solar or gas water heater, and/or vent $4 
For each new installation, alteration, or repairing of gas piping systems, house piping, and/or 
exterior piping for lamps, luau torches, and other miscellaneous equipment 

 
$12 

For each gas appliance $4 
Where work which began and a plumbing permit is required, but not obtained the application fee is $100 plus 
fees specified in section 17-28 (a) 

29 August 2013 

http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/lb-file-review/files/county-code/chapter17.pdf
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