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CONNECTING HAWAI'I  ISLAND TO THE WORLD

Promote friendship, goodwill, and understanding between global communities

by providing opportunities for the residents of Hawai'i Island and our sister

cities to experience different cultures through education, and social and

economic interaction. 

OUR MISSION

Provide opportunities for local government, business leaders, and the wider

community to experience and explore other cultures through long-term

community partnerships.

Promote and develop economic, trade, cultural, educational, technical, social,

and other beneficial exchanges.

Foster international understanding and the exchange of information. 

OUR OBJECTIVES

The U.S. Sister City Program formally began in 1956 when President Dwight D.

Eisenhower proposed a people-to-people citizen diplomacy initiative. It was

originally a program of the National League of Cities, and Sister Cities International

became a separate corporation in 1967 due to the growth and popularity of the

U.S. program. 

HISTORY

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES
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A WHOLE NEW WORLD
SISTER CITY VIRTUAL CONCERT




COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

H a w a i ʻ i  C o u n t y ’ s  f i r s t - e v e r  S i s t e r  C i t y  V i r t u a l  C o n c e r t  t h e m e d
“ A  W h o l e  N e w  W o r l d , ”  p r e m i e r e d  o n  J u l y  3 0 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  o n  Nā  L e o
T V .  T h e  c o n c e r t  s h o w c a s e d  m a y o r a l  m e s s a g e s  a n d  c u l t u r a l
p e r f o r m a n c e s  f r o m  e i g h t  s i s t e r  c i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e .
R e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  c o n c e r t  w e r e  f i v e  c i t i e s  i n  J a p a n ,  t w o  i n  t h e
P h i l i p p i n e s ,  a n d  o n e  f r o m  C h i l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l
c u l t u r a l  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  j o i n t  h u l a  t o  t h e  s o n g  “ S e n d i n g
A l o h a , ”  w r i t t e n  a n d  c o m p o s e d  b y  H i l o
m u s i c i a n / s o n g w r i t e r / e d u c a t o r  B r a n d o n  N a k a n o ,  p e r f o r m e d  b y
e a c h  r e s p e c t i v e  c i t y .

T h i s  c o n c e r t  w a s  c r e a t e d  t o  r e m i n d  u s  o f  o u r  c o n n e c t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d ,  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i g h t
t h r o u g h  a  p a n d e m i c  t h a t  h a s  l e f t  m a n y  o f  u s  f e e l i n g  d i s c o n n e c t e d  a n d  a l o n e , ”  s a i d  M a y o r  M i t c h  R o t h .

“ O u r  S i s t e r  C i t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  i n t e g r a l  t o  o u r  i d e n t i t y ,  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  v i b r a n c y  h e r e  o n
H a w a i ʻ i  I s l a n d ,  a n d  w e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  s h o w c a s e  t h e m  i n  a  n e w  a n d  e x c i t i n g  w a y  f o r  a l l  t o  s e e ,  f e e l ,  a n d  b e

i n s p i r e d . ”



T h e  f u l l  v i d e o  o f  t h e  c o n c e r t  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  o n  t h e  C o u n t y ' s  s i s t e r  c i t y  w e b p a g e  a t
w w w . h a w a i i c o u n t y . g o v / s i s t e r c i t i e s
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ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AND 
REAFFIRMATION OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN

HAWAI'COUNTY AND ORMOC CITY

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

Hawai'i County Mayor Mitch Roth signing the agreement

Ormoc City Mayor Richard Gomez signing the agreement

Congresswoman Lucy Torres-Gomez , also the wife of 
Mayor Gomez gave a brief remark 

Mayor Gomez, Vice Mayor Locsin and members
 of the Ormoc City Council

Vice Consul Andrea Caymon Kauhanen gave the opening remarks
 on behalf of the Philippine Consulate General in Honolulu

September 11, 2021, marked the 10th  anniversary of the sister city
relationship between the County of Hawai'i and Ormoc City,
Philippines. 

Mayor Mitch Roth and Ormoc City Mayor Richard Gomez
commemorated the occasion by signing a Reaffirmation of the
Sister City Agreement on October 20, 2021. 

The virtual event was attended by government officials and other
dignitaries and guests from both municipalities.

Video of the virtual event can be found on the sister city webpage at  
www.hawaiicounty.gov/sistercities



Konawaena HS  Japanese Class students presented 
 and read the description of Hawai'i County's omiyage
to Kumejima in Japanese.

Kumejima HS student  presented  and read the
description of Kumejima's omiyage to Hawai'i County
in English. 

Kumejima mayor Haruo Ota giving his remarks before
signing the agreement. 

Mayor Mitch Roth signing the Reaffirmation Agreement.

Event attendees: Dwayne Mukai, Lee Lord, Vice Consul
Matsuzawa, Mayor Roth, Candee Ellsworth, Jane
Clement, Tommy Goya, Art Taniguchi and Ross Birch.

Mayor Roth and Sister City Protocol Officer Jane Clement
waived aloha to the people gathered in Kumejima during the
virtual signing event.
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ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AND 
REAFFIRMATION OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN

HAWAI'COUNTY AND KUMEJIMA TOWN

M a y o r  M i t c h  R o t h  a n d

K u m e j i m a  T o w n  M a y o r

H a r u o  O t a  c o m m e m o r a t e d

t h e  1 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f

s i s t e r h o o d  b e t w e e n  t h e i r

t w o  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h r o u g h  a

v i r t u a l  s i g n i n g  o f  t h e

R e a f f i r m a t i o n  A g r e e m e n t  o n

O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  2 0 2 1 .  

T h e  e v e n t  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y

g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  h o s t

o r g a n i z a t i o n  m e m b e r s ,  a n d

o t h e r  d i g n i t a r i e s  f r o m  b o t h

s i d e s .  

A  f u l l  v i d e o  o f  t h e  e v e n t  c a n  b e

v i e w e d  o n  t h e  s i s t e r  c i t y

w e b p a g e  a t :

 w w w . h a w a i i c o u n t y . g o v / s i s t e r c i t i e s
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ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AND 
REAFFIRMATION OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN

HAWAI'COUNTY AND YURIHAMA CITY

M a y o r  M i t c h  R o t h  a n d  M a y o r
M i s a m i c h i  M i y a w a k i   p l e d g e d  t o
c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o m o t e  a n d  e x p a n d
e f f e c t i v e  a n d  m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l
c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e o p l e
o f  t h e i r  t w o  c i t i e s  d u r i n g  a  v i r t u a l
s i g n i n g  o f  R e a f f i r m a t i o n
A g r e e m e n t  o n  D e c e m b e r  3 ,  2 0 2 1 .
 

" I t  i s  a n  h o n o r  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s
R e a f f i r m a t i o n  C e r e m o n y .  I n  o u r
c u l t u r e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s a y i n g  t h a t  g o e s ,
“ T h e  w h o l e  i s  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  s u m  o f
i t s  p a r t s . ”  W h a t  t h i s  m e a n s  i s
t o g e t h e r  w e  a r e  s t r o n g e r ,  a n d  w e
c a n  a c c o m p l i s h  s o  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n
w e  c a n  i n d i v i d u a l l y . "

L i n c o l n  A s h i d a
P r e s i d e n t ,  J a p a n e s e  C h a m b e r  o f

C o m m e r c e  a n d  I n d u s t r i e s  o f
H a w a i ' i .

" O n  t h i s  2 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y ,  m y  w i s h
i s  t h a t  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
e c o n o m i c  e x c h a n g e  b e t w e e n  H a w a i ’ i
C o u n t y  a n d  Y u r i h a m a  w i l l  c o n t i n u e
t o  e m e r g e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e
c u l t u r a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e
w e  h a v e  h a d  u p  u n t i l  t h i s  p o i n t .

 M i t s u a k i  K a w a g u c h i
P r e s i d e n t ,  Y u r i h a m a  C h a m b e r  o f

C o m m e r c e  a n d  I n d u s t r y
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ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AND 
REAFFIRMATION OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN

HAWAI'COUNTY AND SHIBUKAWA CITY

S h i b u k a w a  C i t y  a n d  H a w a i ' i  C o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s  h a v e
c o n t i n u a l l y  e n d e a v o r e d  t o  d e e p e n  t h e i r  m u t u a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  a c t i v e
e x c h a n g e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  2 5  y e a r s .  

M a y o r  M i t c h  R o t h  a n d  S h i b u k a w a  C i t y  M a y o r  T s u t o m o
T a k a g i  c o m m e m o r a t e d  t h e  2 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  s i s t e r h o o d
b e t w e e n  t h e i r  t w o  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  b y  p l e d g i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e
t o  p r o p a g a t e  f e e l i n g s  o f  g o o d w i l l  d u r i n g  a  s i g n i n g  o f  t h e
R e a f f i r m a t i o n  A g r e e m e n t  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2 .   

T h e  h y b r i d  v i r t u a l  a n d  i n - p e r s o n  e v e n t  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y
g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e
C o m m u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  H a w a i ' i ,  S h i b u k a w a  C i t y  B o a r d
o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S h i b u k a w a  I k a h o  O n s e n  T o u r i s m
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r  d i g n i t a r i e s  a n d  g u e s t s .   

A  f u l l  v i d e o  o f  t h e  e v e n t  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  o n  t h e  S i s t e r  C i t y
w e b p a g e  a t  w w w . h a w a i i c o u n t y . g o v / s i s t e r c i t i e s
 

Mayor Mitch Roth delivered his remarks before signing the agreement. 

Mayor Tsutomo Takagi reaffirming Shibukawa City's commitment to the
sister city relationship during his remarks. 

County officials, members of the Japanese Community Association of Hawaii and other
special guests attended the hybrid  virtual and in-person sighing event between Hawai'i
County and Shibukawa City. 

City Officials, members of the Shibukawa City Board of Education and Shibukawa Ikaho Onsen Tourism Association
waving goodbye at the end of the event.



O n  D e c e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  M a y o r  R o t h  a n d  s i s t e r  c i t y  p r o t o c o l  o f f i c e r  J a n e  C l e m e n t  p a i d  a
c o u r t e s y  v i s i t  t o  C o n s u l  G e n e r a l  E m i l i o  H e r n a n d e z .  H e  i s  t h e  n e w e s t  d i p l o m a t  a s s i g n e d  t o
H a w a i i  a n d  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  t h e  C o n s u l  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  C o n s u l a t e  G e n e r a l  i n  H o n o l u l u
f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  M a y o r  R o t h  a n d  M s .  C l e m e n t  p r o v i d e d  h i m  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t
t h e  C o u n t y ' s  t w o  s i s t e r  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .

M a y o r  R o t h  a n d  M s .  C l e m e n t  a l s o  m e t  w i t h  C o n s u l  G e n e r a l  I s a b e l a  S i l k  o f  t h e  C o n s u l a t e
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  M a r s h a l l  I s l a n d s  i n  H o n o l u l u  t o  b e g i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  a
p o s s i b l e  s i s t e r  c i t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  E n e w e t a k  A t o l l  a n d  o t h e r  A t o l l s  i n  t h e  M a r s h a l l
I s l a n d s .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  M a r s h a l l e s e  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  i n  O c e a n  V i e w  i s  f r o m  E n e w e t a k .

T h e  d a y  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  C o n s u l a t e  G e n e r a l  o f  J a p a n  i n  H o n o l u l u .  M a y o r  R o t h
a n d  M s .  C l e m e n t  m e t  w i t h  C o n s u l  G e n e r a l  A o k i ,  V i c e  C o n s u l  K u m a k u r a ,  a n d  V i c e  C o n s u l
M a t s u z a w a  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s t a t u s  u p d a t e  o n  H a w a i ' i  C o u n t y ' s  s i s t e r  c i t i e s  i n  J a p a n .  
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COURTESY VISITS TO PHILIPPINE, JAPAN 
AND RMI CONSULATE

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

Vice Consul Tamera Heine, Consul General
Isabela Silk, Mayor Roth, Jane Clement

Vice Consul Grace Bulos, Consul General
Emilio Hernandez, Mayor Roth, Jane Clement

Vice Consul Aya Kumakura, Consul General
Aoki, Mayor Roth, Jane Clement, 

Vice Consul Matsuzawa



M a y o r  M i t c h  R o t h  j o i n e d  S i s t e r  C i t y  C a b u g a o

C i t y ,  I l o c o s  S u r ,  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  S a k a d a  D a y

o n  D e c e m b e r  2 2 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  a n d

h o n o r i n g  t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d

c o u r a g e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  F i l i p i n o  s a k a d a s  a n d  t h e i r

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t

o f  H a w a i ʻ i  I s l a n d .  

T h e  S a k a d a s  o r  F i l i p i n o  p l a n t a t i o n  w o r k e r s

w e r e  f i r s t  b r o u g h t  t o  H a w a i ʻ i  i n  1 9 0 6  t o  w o r k

o n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  " F i r s t  F i f t e e n , "  a s

t h e y  w e r e  l a t e r  c o i n e d ,  b e g a n  t h e i r  w o r k  o n

H a w a i ʻ i  I s l a n d  a t  t h e  O l a ʻa  P l a n t a t i o n  i n  t h e

K e a ʻa u  a r e a .  

ANNUAL REPO2T 2022

SAKADA DAY COMMEMORATION
COUNTY OF HAWAI'I  AND CABUGAO CITY

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

G o v e r n o r  D a v i d  I g e  s i g n e d  H o u s e  B i l l  6 0 4

o n  A p r i l  9 ,  2 0 1 5 ,  d e s i g n a t i n g  D e c e m b e r

2 0  o f  e v e r y  y e a r  a s  " S a k a d a  D a y . "  T h i s

y e a r ' s  c e l e b r a t i o n  w a s  d e l a y e d  a  f e w  d a y s

t o  c o o r d i n a t e  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n

t h e  C o u n t y  a n d  C a b u g a o  C i t y .

A  f u l l  v i d e o  o f  t h e  l e i - d r a p i n g  a n d  w r e a t h -

l a y i n g  c e r e m o n y  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  o n  t h e

s i s t e r  c i t y  w e b p a g e  a t

w w w . h a w a i i c o u n t y . g o v / s i s t e r c i t i e s    

Council member and former mayor Josh Cobangbang laid a
wreath at the Sakada statue at Salomague Port, Cabugao

Mayor Mitch Roth draped a lei on the Sakada Statue in Kea'au
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COUNTY OF HAWAI'I                 OSHIMA TOWN

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

T h e  o f f i c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o

c i t i e s  w a s  s i g n e d  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 6 2 ,  b y  t h e n  C h a i r m a n  a n d

E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  H a w a i ʻ i ,  T h o m a s  “ L o f t y ”  C o o k

i n  O s h i m a ,  J a p a n .  

T o  c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  m i l e s t o n e ,  H a w a i ʻ i  C o u n t y  a n d  O s h i m a

T o w n  c o m p i l e d  i n t e r v i e w s  o f  f o r m e r  a n d  c u r r e n t  g o v e r n m e n t

o f f i c i a l s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  g l e a n  s t o r i e s  a n d

a n e c d o t e s  a b o u t  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  S i s t e r  C i t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h e

a c c o u n t s  w e r e  c o m p i l e d  i n t o  a  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  d o c u m e n t a r y  f i l m

p r o d u c e d  b y  Nā  L e o  T V  ( N L T V ) .

T h e  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  d o c u m e n t a r y  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  o n  t h e  s i s t e r  c i t y

w e b p a g e  a t  w w w . h a w a i i c o u n t y . g o v / s i s t e r c i t i e s

H a w a i ʻ i  C o u n t y  c e l e b r a t e d  i t s  e l d e s t  S i s t e r  C i t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h

O s h i m a  T o w n ,  J a p a n  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  v i a  a  v i r t u a l  f i l m  e v e n t

t h a t  i n c l u d e d  d i g n i f i e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  b o t h  c i t i e s .

Members of the Hawai'i Oshima Friendship
Association held an exhibit in Oshima to

commemorate 60th anniversary of sisterhood.

Na Leo TV production crew during the filming of the
documentary film.

Members of the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and
Industries of Hawai'i and sister city protocol officer

Jane Clement after filming  interviews for the
documentary. .

Hawai'i County Board of Supervisors Chairman
Thomas "Lofty" Cook and Mayor Toyonosuke Fujii
shook hands after signing the sister city agreement
between their two cities on February 16, 1962. 

Members of the Hilo High School Chorus
traveled to Japan  in June of 1996 and
visited Oshima Island.
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YOUNG ARTISTS AND AUTHORS SHOWCASE
(YAAS)

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

T h e  Y o u n g  A r t i s t s  a n d  A u t h o r s  S h o w c a s e  ( Y A A S )  i s  a n  a n n u a l  a r t  c o n t e s t  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s
y o u t h  w o r l d w i d e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  S i s t e r  C i t i e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t h r o u g h  o r i g i n a l
a r t w o r k ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  p o e t r y ,  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  a n d  m u s i c .

T h i s  y e a r ' s  t h e m e  i s  G E N E R A T I O N  R E S C U E :  S U S T A I N A B L E  W A T E R  F O R  A L L

Artist: Rapha Shvartsman
Grade: 10th Grade

School: Homeschool




Artist: Morgan Pierpont
Grade: 12th Grade

School: Ka'u High School

Artist: Alejo Xenophone
Grade: 10th Grade

School: Pahoa High School




T h i s  i s  H a w a i ' i  C o u n t y ' s  f i r s t  y e a r  o f
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  I n v i t a t i o n s  w e r e  s e n t
o u t  t o  a l l  t h e  p u b l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l s  o n
H a w a i i  I s l a n d .  A  t o t a l  o f  2 5
s u b m i s s i o n s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  a n d  f i v e
w e r e  s e l e c t e d  a s  H a w a i i  C o u n t y ' s
o f f i c i a l  e n t r i e s  t o  t h e  Y A A S .  

W i n n e r s  w i l l  b e  a n n o u n c e d  i n  A u g u s t
d u r i n g  t h e  S i s t e r  C i t i e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
A n n u a l  Y o u t h  S u m m i t .

Artist: Shantacley Arhelger
Grade: 11th Grade

School: Pahoa High School




Artist: Dayshalyn Keohuloa
Grade: 11th Grade

School: Pahoa High School
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SISTER CITY DISPLAY CASE AT KOA

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

T h e  C o u n t y  o f  H a w a i ' i  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p

w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  i n s t a l l i n g  a  

 s i s t e r  c i t y  d i s p l a y  c a s e  i n s i d e  G a t e  1 1

a t  t h e  E l l i s o n  O n i z u k a  K o n a

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  a t  K e a h o l e .

T h e  C o u n t y  w i l l  h a v e  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

f o r  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  d i s p l a y  c a s e

o n c e  i t  i s  i n s t a l l e d .

T h e  d i s p l a y  c a s e  w i l l  b e  b u i l t  b y  o u r

C o u n t y  c a r p e n t e r s .  T h i s  f r e e - s t a n d i n g

c a b i n e t  w i l l  b e  8 f t  i n  l e n g t h ,  6  ½  f t  i n

h e i g h t ,  a n d  1  ½  f t  i n  d e p t h .  T h e  c a b i n e t

w i l l  b e  m a d e  m o s t l y  o f  w o o d  w i t h

p l e x i g l a s s  o n  t h e  f r o n t  a n d  s i d e s .

I t  w i l l  c o n t a i n  a n  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  b o a r d

a b o u t  o u r  s i s t e r  c i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s   s e l e c t

m e m o r a b i l i a  t h a t  t h e  C o u n t y  h a s

r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  s i s t e r  c i t i e s  o v e r  t h e

y e a r s .
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SENDING ALOHA  AND BEST WISHES 
TO THE  NEWLY ELECTED MAYORS

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

T h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a n d  s e l e c t  c i t i e s  i n  J a p a n  r e c e n t l y  h e l d  a n  e l e c t i o n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,   o u r  s i s t e r  c i t i e s

i n  O r m o c  C i t y  a n d  C a b u g a o  C i t y ,  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  a n d  s i s t e r  c i t i e s  i n  K u m e j i m a  T o w n  a n d  S u m o t o

C i t y ,  J a p a n  n o w  h a v e  a  n e w  m a y o r  t o  l e a d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  M a y o r  R o t h  s e n t

c o n g r a t u l a t o r y  l e t t e r s  t o  a l l  o f  t h e m  a n d  w i s h e d  t h e m  a  s u c c e s s f u l  t e n u r e .

M a y o r  L u c y  T o r r e s - G o m e z

O r m o c  C i t y ,  P h i l i p p i n e s

M a y o r  H i d e o  T o b a r u

K u m e j i m a  T o w n ,  O k i n a w a

M a y o r  J o s h  E d w a r d  C o b a n g b a n g

C a b u g a o  C i t y ,  P h i l i p p i n e s

K a t s u n o r i  U e s a k i  

S u m o t o  C i t y ,  J a p a n
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STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

T h e y  t a l k  a b o u t  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e a c h

o t h e r ' s  c u l t u r e s ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  w h i l e

s p e a k i n g  a l t e r n a t e l y  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  l a n g u a g e

a n d  t h e  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  t h e y  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n .

D e s i g n e d  f o r  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e

p r o g r a m  a i m s  t o  p r o v i d e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i t h

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e a r n  a  n e w  l a n g u a g e ,  m a k e  n e w

f r i e n d s  a b r o a d ,  a n d  e n g a g e  i n  c u l t u r a l  e x c h a n g e .  

T h e  f i r s t  t w o  s c h o o l s  t o  p a r t n e r  a n d  s u b s c r i b e

t o  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a r e  K o n a w e a n a  H i g h  S c h o o l  i n

W e s t  H a w a i i  a n d  K u m e j i m a  H i g h  S c h o o l  i n

J a p a n .  1 4  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  b o t h  s c h o o l s  h a v e  m e t

e v e r y  m o n t h  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2 .  S t a f f  f r o m

b o t h  s c h o o l s  a r e  p r e s e n t  a t  e a c h  s e s s i o n  t o

f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s .

O u r  s i s t e r  c i t i e s  i n  L a  S e r e n a ,  C h i l e  a n d  t h e

P h i l i p p i n e s  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e

p r o g r a m  a n d  w e  a r e  w o r k i n g  o n  g e t t i n g  t h e m

o n  b o a r d  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r .  

I n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2 ,  w e  i n t r o d u c e d  a  n e w  s t u d e n t

e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m  c a l l e d  V - P A L  o r  V i r t u a l

P a r t n e r s  i n  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  L a n g u a g e .  V - P A L  i s  a

s c h o o l - t o - s c h o o l  l a n g u a g e  e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m

b e t w e e n  H a w a i ' i  C o u n t y  a n d  i t s  s i s t e r  c i t y

s c h o o l s  i n  J a p a n ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  a n d  C h i l e .

T h e  p r o g r a m  i s  n o n - a c a d e m i c  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

i s  v o l u n t a r y .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  m e e t  o n c e  a  m o n t h

a n d  c h o o s e  a  t o p i c  t o  d i s c u s s .
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STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM
REVIEW

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

l緊張してあまり話せなかったけど，ハワイの高校生と交流
ができて嬉しかった 

I was so nervous that I could not talk so much. Happy to
interact with students from Hawaii. 

 たしかったです！ IT WAS FUN

Here's what the students 
are saying about the program

 楽しかったです！でも、自分の英語力が落ちてることを痛感しました 

  IT WAS FUN. BUT I FELT MY ENGLISH SKILLS ARE NOT AS GOOD AS USED TO BE.

 I want to challenge my own writing/typing and reading
skills in Japanese. Particularly my kanji. 

 I want to challenge my Japanese listening comprehension. I really really want to
work on my Japanese and be able to speak more of it but I find it very difficult on

my own so I hope through this program I can grow a little more. I also get really
nervous when I have to speak Japanese out loud to other people so I hope to

improve and get less nervous 

 久米島高校の生徒は英語、コナワエナ高校の生徒は日本語で交流する！日常生
活を英語で説明できるようになる！！ 

Kumejima high students use English and Konawaena uses Japanese during the
activities. Hope to be able to use English in everyday life. 

VERY FUN AND INTERESTING!

 英語を使って自分の考えを言え
るようになりたい

 I want to be able to express my
thoughts in English.  

 外国に友達を作る I want to make friends abroad.



Mayor Mitch Roth and the government of the Republic of       
 Marshall Islands through Consul General Isabela Silk of the  
 Consulate General of Marshall Islands in Honolulu are exploring 
a Sister City Relationship Agreement between Hawai'i County and
Wotje, Enewetak, Namo, Ebon, Mejit, and Jaluit Islands of the
Republic of Marshall Islands. 

A resolution to approve the creation of such a partnership is being
drafted and will be submitted to the County Council for
consideration after review by the Corporation Counsel.
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FUTURE ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

COUNTY OF HAWAI'I SISTER CITIES

Mayor Mitch Roth and Sister City Protocol Officer
Jane Clement will lead a delegation to Japan for a
sister city goodwill visit from July 22 to August 3,
2022.

The group will meet with the mayors, business and
industry leaders and other dignitaries in Sumoto City,
Oshima Town, and Shibukawa City.

A meeting with tourism industry leaders is also
planned in Tokyo. 

For many years, our sister city in Nago City, Okinawa has been sending students from area schools to Hawai'i
Island as part of their homestay program. Now that we are finally emerging from the COVID-19 pandemic and
after a three-year hiatus, Nago City is resuming its student exchange program and will send 12 students to
Hawai'i Island in August 2022. Hawai'i County is working with the sponsoring organization Hui Okinawa to
find host families for the students and to make sure the group will have the best experience during their visit. 

Hawai'i County - Marshall Islands Sister City Agreement

Sister City Goodwill Visit to Japan

Nago City Student Visit


