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Aloha Chair Adams and Commissioners, 

Please find attached the recommendation for support of HB1892 regarding cesspool
conversion discussed in our last meeting, for EMC approval. We will need 5 ayes in support of
this EMC recommendation to move forward. All correspondence will need to be posted online
within 48 hours.  

Currently HB 1892 has crossed over to the Senate and has passed its initial round of
committees, AEN and HHS. Sometime this week the bill will be reported out of the
committees as HB 1892 HD2 SD1. The SD1 draft will next be referred to Ways and Means,
where HB 1892’s Senate companion died. So it’s going to be tight. The deadline for HB 1892
to be scheduled, heard, and reported out of WAM is April 4.

The SD1 amendment is not substantive, in that it changes the effective date from the year
3000 to 2050 so it can go back for sausage making in the event it reaches conference
committee.

Summary from the February meeting for those that missed it:
Amendment to motion, second, and vote: Commissioner Perez amended her motion to be that
EMC would draft a letter to the Administration indicating support for cesspool bills in the
Legislature, specifically including House Bill 1892, which moves up priority conversion
deadlines, to which Commissioner Otsuka seconded. No further discussion. Ayes 5 (Acasio,
Beets, Otsuka, Perez, Norris); Nay 1 (McIntosh); Absent 2 (Adams, Garcia).

Mahalo nui, 

Erica

"Tell me and  I will forget, Teach me and I will remember, Involve me and I will learn" -
Benjamin Franklin
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March _, 2024



Mitch Roth, Mayor

Ramzi Mansour, Director of Environmental Management

Hawaii County Council Members



Re: Support for House Bill No. 1892 HD2 SD1, relating to cesspools.





Mayor Roth, Director Mansour and Hawaii County Council Members,



The Environmental Management Commission (EMC) of the County of Hawai‘i on February 28, 2024, adopted a motion to recommend to you our support for legislation that would accelerate cesspool conversion deadlines for certain cesspools in high priority areas.



Pursuant to this motion and as permitted by HRS 92-2.5(h), EMC sends this letter in support of House Bill No. 1892, as amended. The urgency of cesspool conversion to secure our local resources and support community resilience is critical. 

Please support passage of House Bill No. 1892, as amended, and prioritize removing 53 million gallons per day of raw sewage from entering our drinking water and marine systems.

Sincerely,



Georjean Adams, Chair
Environmental Management Commission	

CC: 

Heather Kimball, Council Chair

Members of the Hawai‘i County Council







	County of Hawaiʻi is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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